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189. 

Residence  of  D.  Moore. — The  residence  of  Capt. 
Dennison  Moore  was  erected  by  Richard  Foster  Gurley 
in  1853,  on  land  bought  of  Tobias  F.  Gurley  the  year  be¬ 
fore.  Mr.  Gurley  moved  to  Haverhill  about  1885,  and 
died  there.  Captain  Moore  has  since  resided  on  the 
place. 

190. 

Hussey  House. — The  residence  of  the  late  Franklin 
Hussey  was  built  by  Mr.  Gilman  Harris  in  1874.  Mr. 
Hussey  lived  in  it  from  that  time  until  about  1885,  and 
since  then  it  has  been  unoccupied  a  part  of  the  time. 

191. 

Residence  of  G.  W.  Foster. — Mr.  George  W.  Foster’s 
house  was  erected  by  Mr.  Gilman  Harris  in  1873.  Mr. 
Foster  bought  it  shortly  afterwards,  and  has  since  lived 
in  it. 
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192. 

E.  B.  Peabody  Cellar. — IMr.  Elifsha  Bradstroct  Pca- 
l)ody  built  for  himself,  in  1883,  a  house  across  the  road 
from  his  father's,  Mr.  8.  Porter  Peabody.  He  lived  here 
until  1885,  when  he  moved  the  house  to  Danvers. 

193. 

Residence  of  S.  P.  Peabody. — The  farm  of  Mr.  Sam¬ 
uel  Porter  Peabody  was  early  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas 
Pickard,  who  was  a  brother  of  Samuel  Pickard,  the  first 
occupant  of  No.  195.  He  was  born  in  Rowley  in  1691, 
married  Mehitable  Dresser,  about  1720,  and  died  in  1770. 
His  children  were  Rebecca,  who  married  Sampson  Kilborn  ; 
IMehitable,  who  married  John  Dickinson  of  Rowley ; 
James,  the  only  son;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Andrew 
Felton,  jr.,  of  Danvers. 

James  Pickard,  the  son,  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
place  by  his  father’s  will.  A  few  years  later  he  sold  out 
to  Samuel  Kimball  and  David  Kimball,  brothers.  The 
farm  contained  at  that  time  one  hundred  acres.  Mr.  Pick¬ 
ard  was  born  here  in  1727,  maiTied  Hannah  Nelson  of 
Ipswich  in  1754,  and  had  nine  children  born  here. 

Samuel  Kimball  sold  out  his  undivided  half  to  David 
in  1783.  These  were  sons  of  Dea.  Aaron  Kimball,  who 
resided  at  No.  195.  The  present  house  was  built  by 
David  Kimball  about  1800,  on  the  site  of  the  old  one.  Mr. 
Kimball  married  Rebecca  Flint  of  Danvers  in  1774,  and 
had  a  large  family,  seven  of  their  children  having  been 
baptized  in  church  at  one  time. 

When  Mr.  Kimball  died,  the  place  came  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  his  son  Josiah,  who  married  Mary  W.,  daughter 
of  Dea.  Parker  Spofford  and  resided  at  No.  33.  In  1844, 
he  sold  this  place  to  Mr.  Peabody  the  present  owner. 
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While  ]\Ir.  Kimball  owned  the  place,  Samuel  Adams 
came  from  Salem,  where  he  was  born,  married  Sarah  But¬ 
ler  of  Topstield  in  1835,  and  first  resided  in  this  house. 
About  1839,  the  family  removed  to  No.  170. 

“Tliere  was  a  time  when  this  old  house 
W'as  full  of  mirth  and  glee, 

But  one  by  one  tlie  household  went 
And  left  it  all  to  me. — 

A  quiet  house  of  vacant  rooms,  each  made  a  sacred  place 
By  echo  of  a  missing  voice,  or  dream  of  vanished  face.” 


194. 

Residence  of  S.  Peabody. — Mr.  Samuel  Peabody 
built  his  house  in  1882,  a  short  distance  from  his  father’s, 
Mr.  S.  Porter  Peabody. 


195. 

Residence  of  D.  Buemnek.  —  Between  the  house 
of  the  late  Capt.  Samuel  Kimball  and  the  street  stood  the 
residence  of  his  grandfather  Dea.  Aaron  Kiml)all.  The  first 
owner  and  occuiiant  of  the  old  house  was  Samuel  Pickard, 
lie  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizalielh  (Hale)  Pickard, 
and  Avas  born  in  Rowlc}'  in  1389.  He  married,  first, 
Phebe  Bixby  of  Boxford  in  1713,  and,  second,  Lydia 
Clarke  before  1747.  He  had  three  children  baptized  in 
Boxford,  Samuel  in  1714,  Phebe  in  1723,  and  Jonathan 
in  172G.  In  1747,  for  £2130,  he  sold  the  farm,  contain¬ 
ing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  to  Dea.  Aaron  Kim¬ 
ball,  Avho  had  just  .sold  No.  182,  AA'here  he  had  lived. 

Deacon  Kimball  Avas  a  son  of  Richard  Kimball,  and  Avas 
born  in  1705.  By  his  Avife  Sarah  IVood,  he  had  five 
children,  the  tAvo  youngest  being  sons.  The  first,  David, 
built  and  lived  in  No.  193.  The  other  son,  Samuel,  re¬ 
sided  on  the  homestead. 
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Samuel  Kimball  was  born  here  in  1747.  The  mother 
of  his  children  was  a  daughter  of  General  James  Mugford 
of  Marblehead.  Mr.  Kimball  had  but  two  children, 
Samuel  and  Mary  (who  died  unmarried  in  1868).  Mrs. 
Kimball  died  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

Samuel  Kimball,  jr.,  born  here  in  1801,  married  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  of  John  Sawyer,  in  1831,  and  built  the 
new  house  when  he  was  mamed,  taking  down  the  old 
one  at  the  same  time. 

Captain  Kimball  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
and  since  that  time  his  son-in-law.  Rev.  David  Bremner,  has 
resided  here. 


196. 

Residence  of  D.  Lehan. — Mr.  Dennis  Lehan  erected 
his  house  about  1870. 


197. 

Residence  of  T.  Condon. — Mr.  Thomas  Condon  built 
his  house  about  1870. 

198. 

Residence  of  C.  Kaler. — The  residence  of  Mr.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Kaler  was  the  school-house  which  stood  near  Moses 
Kimball’s  in  West  Boxford.  When  that  district  was  dis¬ 
continued  in  1869, Mr.  Kaler  bought  the  building,  moved 
it  to  its  present  site,  and  finished  it  into  a  dwelling-house, 
in  which  he  has  since  resided.  In  1884,  he  remodelled  and 
improved  the  house. 

199. 

Residence  of  T.  Lehan. — Capt.  Samuel  Kimball  built 
the  house  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lehan  in 
1862.  It  was  owned  and  occupied  before  Mr.  Lehan  lived 
in  it  by  Abraham  Hill. 


r 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD.  49 

200. 

Residence  of  C.  E.  Mortimer. — Mr.  Caleb  E.  Mor¬ 
timer’s  house  was  built  by  Capt.  Samuel  Kimball  about 
1849,  for  his  engineer,  a  Mr.  Calligan,  to  live  in.  Mr. 
Kimball  afterward  sold  it  to  Mr.  Dennis  Lehan,  who  re¬ 
sided  here  till  about  1870,  when  he  built  his  new  house, 
No.  196.  The  Mortimer  family  have  owned  it  since. 

Mr.  Joshua  W.  Cunningham  also  lived  here  for  a  year 
or  two,  until  he  had  completed  a  new  house  for  himself, 
No.  184. 

201. 

Residence  of  J.  B.  Eiske. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
Joseph  B.  Fiske  was  erected  by  Mr.  William  Sawyer  in 
1844.  He  removed  in  187-,  and  sold  the  place  to  Mr. 
Fiske,  who  came  from  Topsfield,  and  has  since  resided  on 
this  place. 

202. 

Residence  of  J.  A.  Elliot. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
James  Albert  Elliot  was  built  by  Mr.  William  Sawyer  in 
1866,  and  sold  the  next  year  to  Mr.  Edmund  Kaler  of 
Bradford.  In  1873,  Mr.  Kaler  sold  the  place  to  Mr. 
Elliot,  who  has  since  lived  here. 

203. 

Residence  of  T.  Woods. — The  house  of  Mr.  Tim¬ 
othy  Woods  was  built  by  himself  about  1866. 

204. 

James  Holden  Cellar. — A  short  distance  north  of  the 
residence  of  Mr.  J.  Albert  Elliot  (No.  202)  is  an  old  cel¬ 
lar,  known  as  the  Holden  cellar.  Here  James  Holden, 
was  living  in  1783.  He  was  a  brother  of  Joseph  Holden 
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who  lived  in  No.  2,  in  the  "Ridges.”  Jumes  Holden  married 
Rebecca  Ireland  in  Linebrook  parish,  Ipswich,  in  17d0. 
No  one  knows  how  long  this  house  has  been  gone. 

205. 

Residence  of  H.  Berry. — This  has  been  known  for 
many  years  as  the  Long  place.  It  was  probably  settled 
by  Timothy  Foster,  a  son  of  William  Foster,  who  kept 
the  ordinary  at  No.  113.  He  was  born  there  in  1672. 
He  married,  first,  Mary,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Dorman, 
and,  second,  Ruth  Andrews  in  1715. 

Lient.  Jeremiah  Foster,  son  of  Timothy,  next  owned  the 
place.  He  was  born  in  1701  ;  married,  first,  Abigail  Wood 
in  1731,  second,  widow  Bridget  Pemberton  in  1755.  He 
died  in  1785,  leaving  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  His 
daughter  Hnldah  married  Amos  Gould,  and  Hannah  mar¬ 
ried  Dea.  Moses  Peabody.  The  eldest  child,  Jeremiah, 
inherited  the  farm. 

Jeremiah  Foster,  jr.,  was  born  in  1732,  and  married 

Abigail  - ,  who  died  a  widow  in  1807,  aged  eighty- 

fonr.  Mr.  Foster  sold  the  place  to  Nathaniel  Long  of 
Boxford  in  1801. 

Mr.  Long  came  from  Andover  having  married  Elizabeth 
Stiles  of  thatplace  in  1788,  and  resided  here  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  His 
widow  continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm  until  her  death 
in  1849,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  Mr.  Long  built  the 
present  house.  They  had  two  or  more  children,  Nathaniel 
who  died  in  1823,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  and  Sukey, 
who  married  Nathan  Dresser,  and  lived  at  No.  66. 

John  Brown  came  here  from  Methuen  and  lived  a  few 
years  from  1819.  He  probably  removed  from  here  to  No. 
98.  Augustus  Hayward  also  lived  here  a  short  time  about 
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1835,  and  in  1843  came  into  partial  possession  of  the 
place. 

In  1850,  the  farm  belonged  to  Dorcas  D.,  wife  of  Henry 
Atherton,  who  sold  it  to  Amos  Berry  of  Andover  in  the 
spring  of  that  year.  Mr.  Berry  and  his  son  Horace  have 
been  the  occupants  since  that  time. 


200. 

Residence  of  J.  R.  Webster. — The  house  of  Mr. 
John  R.  Webster  was  owned  by  John  Kimball,  son  of 
Richard,  who  also  may  have  lived  here.  Richard  was  born 
at  No.  90,  in  1073.  He  married  Hannah,  a  sister  to  Eph¬ 
raim  D*)rman,  who  settlednt  No.  58.  He  died  in  1753, 
and  she  in  1748.  They  lioth  lie  buried  in  the  ancient 
cemetery  in  the  East  parish.  They  had  nine  children 
among  whom  were  Dea.  Aaron,  who  lived  at  No.  195; 
Amos,  who  settled  at  No.  207  ;  Ephraim,  who  lived  at  No. 
182 ;  and  John,  who  resided  on  this  place. 

John  Kimball  was  born  in  1713,  and  married,  first,  Sarah 
Barker  of  Andover  in  1744.  He  married,  second,  Hannah 
(Wood),  widow  of  Joshua  Andrews  in  1764.  He  died 
in  1796,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  He  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  all  by  his  first  wife,  as  follows,  viz. :  Daniel,  who  died 
young ;  Mehitable  ;  Asa,  who  succeeded  his  father  on  the 
place  ;  Sarah  ;  Mary  ;  Daniel,  who  married  Sarah  Pearsons 
of  Newbury  in  1789,  lived  a  year  or  two  at  No.  95,  and 
removed  to  Newbury;  and  Esther  who  married  Nathan 
Andrews,  the  father  of  the  late  Daniel  Andrews.  The  un¬ 
married  daughters  resided  on  the  place  Avith  Asa. 

Asa  Kimball  married  Mehitable  Symonds  in  1787.  The 
division  of  his  estate  occurred  in  1812. 

The  place  was  afterwards  in  the  possession  of  Mehitable 
Andrews,  sister  to  the  late  Samuel  Andrews,  who  was 
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born  in  1788,  and  died  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two. 

Maj.  Samuel  Perley  lived  here  a  number  of  years  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  and  removed  to  No.  173.  Mr. 
Webster  has  lived  on  the  place  for  many  years. 

207. 

Residence  of  O.  P.  Killam. — Mr.  Oliver  Porter  Kil- 
1am  lives  on  the  old  Enoch  Kimball  place.  Mr.  Kim¬ 
ball’s  father,  Amos  Kimball,  was  son  of  Richard  Kimball, 
and  was  born  in  1707,  probably  in  No.  206.  He  settled 
on  this  farm,  and  married,  first,  in  1736-7,  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Joanna  (Dodge)  Hale,  who  lived 
in  Boxford.  She  was  born  in  1712-3,  and  died  in  1764, 
aged  fifty-one  years.  He  married,  second,  widow  Abigail 
Sessions  of  Andover  in  1765.  She  was  daughter  of  James 
Black  of  Boxford  and  widow  of  Timothy  Sessions  of  An¬ 
dover,  and  died  in  1784,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  He  died 
in  1788,  at  the  age  of  eighty.  He  had  nine  children, 
and  his  first  wife  was  the  mother  of  them  all.  Their  names 
were  Jesse,  Joanna,  Jethro,  Enoch,  Eli,  Peggy,  who  died 
at  two  years  of  age,  Lydia,  Amos,  who  lived  at  No.  214, 
and  Joseph. 

His  son  Enoch  Kimball  was  born  in  1743,  married  Hul- 
dah  Gould  of  Topsfield  in  1777,  and  resided  on  this  farm. 
They  had  eight  children  :  Huldah,  Elijah  (who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  months).  Moody,  Dorcas,  Hannah,  Sally, 
Elizabeth  and  Enoch. 

His  son  Moody  Kimball  succeeded  him  on  the  place. 
He  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Killam  who  still  resides  there. 

Mr.  Killam  took  the  old  house  down  and  built  his  pres¬ 
ent  residence  in  1853.  He  was  a  son  of  Oliver  Killam, 
and  was  born  in  No.  153.  In  1845,  he  erected  his  barn, 
in  1861  his  carriage  house  and  wood-shed,  and  in  187  0 
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his  pump  and  store-house.  Samuel  N.  Ayers  was  the 
boss  carpenter  in  erecting  all  the  buildings. 

Since  the  above  was  written  Mr.  Killam  has  died ;  and 
his  son  Charles,  the  well-known  caterer  of  Beverly,  soon 
followed  him. 


208. 

Residence  of  W.  K.  Cole. — Mr.  William  Kimball  Cole 
built  his  house  near  the  home  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Eph¬ 
raim  F.  Cole,  in  1883. 


209. 

Residence  of  Mrs.  E.  F.  Cole. — When  this  house 
was  erected  we  have  not  learned.  Kimball  Cole  married 
Abigail  Runnells  of  Methuen  in  1804,  and  resided  here. 
They  had  seven  children,  Sarah  Foster,  Rebecca,  Ephraim 
Foster,  Mehitable  Barker,  Abigail,  John  Kimball  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Runnells,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead.  John  K. 
resided  in  No  156,  and  William  R.  in  No.  244. 

Mr.  Cole  was  succeeded  on  the  farm  by  his  son  Ephraim 
F.  Cole,  who  was  born  in  1809.  He  died  here  in  1879, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  His  widow  resides  upon  the 
homestead.  One  of  their  si  •  'eorge  S.,  is  a  deputy 
sheritr,  and  resides  in  Andovei. 

210. 

Scales  Cellar. — A  short  distance  to  the  northeast 
of  the  residence  of  the  late  Oliver  P.  Killam  (No.  207)  in 
the  Scales’  field,  so  called,  is  an  old  cellar.  Over  it,  one 
hundred  and  seventy  years  ago  stood  the  house  in  which 
James  Scales  and  his  family  lived.  James  was  a  son  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Curtis)  Scales  of  Rowley,  where  he 
was  born  in  1679.  He  married  his  cousin  Sarah  Curtis 
of  Boxford  in  1703,  and  settled  on  this  place,  and  probably 
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built  the  house  of  which  we  are  writing,  as  he  was  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade.  !Mr.  Scales  was  in  humble  circumstances, 
yet  helped  one  son  through  college,  and  reai*ed  a  family 
of  nine  children. 

The  History  of  Henniker,  N.  H.,  in  which  town  some 
of  the  family  settled,  states  that  Mr.  Scales  and  a  brother 
were  killed  by  the  Indians  near  their  own  door  in  1725. 
This  may  be  true,  as  the  entire  family  left  Boxford  about 
that  time. 

James,  one  of  the  sons,  born  here  in  1707,  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1733,  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1743, 
and  was  the  first  minister  in  Canterbury,  being  afterward 
settled  at  Hopkinton,  N.  H.  He  died  at  the  latter  place 
in  1776. 

How  long  the  house  stood  after  this  family  had  gone 
from  it  is  unknown  ;  but  the  old  dwelling  has  been  among 
the  things  that  are  not,  a  long,  long  term  of  years. 

211. 

Old  Kimball  Cellar. — On  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
road  leading  from  the  residence  of  the  late  O.  P.  Killam  to 
the  West-parish  church  is  an  old  cellar.  There  are  two 
apple  trees  there,  which  were  very  old  ninety  years  ago. 
The  apples  are  a  pretty  striped  variety.  The  late  Mrs. 
Capt.  Enoch  Wood  thought  that  a  Kimball  family  resided 
there,  as  the  lot  has  been  known  by  the  name  of  Kimball 
for  very  many  years. 


212. 

Old  Ames  Cellar. — Across  the  street  southwest  from 
the  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  Enoch  Wood,  on  the  road 
leading  to  the  match-factory  is  the  Ames  cellar.  This 
was  probably  the  site  of  the  original  Ames  settlement  in 
the  town,  being  occupied  as  early  as  1661  by  Robert  Ames, 
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or  Fames.  His  wife  Rebecca  was  the  witch  of  that  name 
who  was  contlemned  to  death  for  the  crime  of  witchcraft 
in  the  memorable  year  of  1692.  She  was  taken  from  the 
court  room  to  the  ancient  gaol  in  Salem  and  confined  there 
awaiting  execution  until  the  general  delivery  of  the  pris¬ 
oners  who  were  held  there  under  sentence  for  the  crime 
whereof  she  was  condemned.  Though  she  was  not  as  pure- 
minded  and  of  such  a  heroic  nature  as  were  some  others  of 
those  who  suffered  at  that  time,  yet  her  husband  felt  the 
trial  through  which  they  had  passed,  and  died  the  next 
year.  But  she  survived  all  her  tribulations  and  did  not 
die  until  1721,  when  she  was  more  than  eighty  years  old. 
The  family  w^ere  poor  in  those  times,  but  in  the  course 
of  the  next  three-quarters  of  a  century  became  affluent. 

They  had  several  children,  but  which  one  settled  on  the 
home  place  we  have  not  learned.  Their  son  Joseph  mar¬ 
ried  and  resided  at  No.  251,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  in  1753.  Among  his  nine  children  was  Jonathan, 
who  w'as  born  in  1712,  and  marrying  in  1737,  settled  up¬ 
on  this  place.  They  had  six  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Jonathan,  wdio  married  Ruth  Perley  of  Linebrook  parish, 
Ipswich.  A  few  months  after  her  marriage,  she  was  taken 
sick  and  soon  died,  her  death  occurring  on  the  first  day  of 
June,  1769.  She  was  a  very  handsome  young  lady,  and 
of  an  excellent  disposition  and  family.  The  neighbors 
suspected  that  something  was  wrong  about  her  sickness, 
and  some  of  them,  particularly  Mrs.  Moses  Kimball,  who 
lived  at  Xo.  90,  endeavored  to  see  her  during  her  illness, 
but  Mrs.  Ames,  the  mother-in-law,  would  permit  no  one 
to  go  into  the  room.  After  her  burial,  the  suspicion  that 
she  had  come  to  an  unnatural  end  so  increased  and  wi*ought 
upon  the  feelings  of  the  people  that  twenty-nine  men  signed 
a  complaint  to  three  coroners,  which  was  agreed  to  by  her 
relatives,  requesting  that  a  court  of  inquisition  on  the  body 
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inijrhthe  held.  Monday,  July  10,  was  thei’efore  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  on  that  date  a  promiscuous  multitude 
thronged  the  meeting-house  wiiere  the  court  was  held. 
Seventeen  physicians  were  summoned  to  appear,  four  as 
witnesses  and  the  other  thirteen  as  a  jury.  A  solemn,  si¬ 
lent  sadness  pervaded  the  assembly  during  the  prayer  and 
the  charge  given  by  tie  coroners  to  the  jury.  The  whole 
assemblage  then  proceeded  to  the  burying-ground  in  good 
order,  though  while  tl'e  grave  was  reopened  there  was 
much  crowding,  until  tho  people  were  told  that  they  should 
all  have  a  chance  to  see  toe  remains.  The  veixlict  of  the 
jury,  that  the  deceased  came  to  her  death  by  poisoning, 
fell  heavily  upon  the  ears  of  the  Ames  family.  During 
the  examination  several  parts  of  the  testimony  pointed 
strongly  to  the  husband  and  his  mother  as  the  guilty  par¬ 
ties,  especially  to  Mrs.  Ames.  They  were  arrested  on 
the  charge  of  murder  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  month 
were  committed  to  the  gaol  at  Salem  to  await  their  trial. 
A  sister  of  the  husband  was  also  indicted  as  an  accessory, 
but  was  probably  not  confined  in  jail.  They  were  tried 
in  the  superior  court  at  Salem,  the  trial  commencing  Nov. 
21,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  continuing  into 
the  night  until  two  o’clock,  when  the  case  was  given  to  the 
jury,  and  the  court  adjourned  until  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  Before  the  trial  came  off,  to  secure  his  own 
neck,  Jonathan  turnedstate’s  evidence  airainsthis  mother, 
but  both  judges  and  jury  placed  very  little  dependence 
upon  his  testimony,  as  a  son  who  would  strive  to  hang  his 
own  mother  w'ould  not  shrink  at  lying  to  save  his  own  neck. 
Three  of  the  four  judges  thought  that  Mrs.  Ames  was 
guilty,  but  the  fourth  was  very  uncertain  as  to  the  weight 
of  the  evidence.  The  jury,  after  being  out  for  a  long  time, 
reported  that  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  upon 
the  evidence  she  was  not  guilty,  and  she,  with  her  son  and 
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daughter,  was  discharged.  The  family  left  the  town  as 
soon  after  this  as  possible. 

How  long  the  old  house  has  been  gone  is  a  question,  but 
it  is  doubtful  if  it  was  occupied  after  the  Ames  family  left 
it.  The  old  cellar  remains  with  the  growth  of  sumach  and 
blackberry  vines  in  and  around  it,  a  memento  of  the  ter¬ 
rible  history  that  surrounds  it. 

213. 

Old  Cushing  Cellar. — At  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
junction  of  the  roads  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Capt. 
Enoch  Wood,  stood  the  residence  of  Job  Tyler,  son  of 
Closes  and  Prudence  (Blake)  Tyler,  who  was  born  at  No. 
811  in  1675.  By  his  first  wife,  Margaret,  he  was  the  father 
of  several  children,  one  of  whom.  Job,  settled  at  No.  219. 
Mr.  Tyler  married,  secondly,  Priscilla  Peabody  in  1736. 

In  1738,  he  sold  out  to  Rev.  John  Cushing,  the  first  min¬ 
ister  of  the  second  church  in  this  town.  Mr.  Cushing  was 
a  son  of  Rev.  Caleb  Cushing  of  Salisbury,  where  he  was 
born  in  1709.  He  w'as  a  grandson  of  the  Rev.  John  Cot¬ 
ton,  and  a  brother  of  Caleb  Cushing,  state  counsellor, 
and  of  Rev.  James  Cushing  of  Plaistow,  N.  H.  His  grand- 
father  Cushing  was  John,  one  of  the  governor’s  assistants 
in  1688.  Mr.  Cushing  graduated  at  Harvard  college  in 
1729,  and  settled  in  the  ministry  here  in  1736.  He  prob¬ 
ably  built  this  house  about  the  same  time.  IMr.  Cushing 
married  Elizabeth  Martin  of  Boston  in  1740,  and  they 
had  but  one  child,  John,  who  was  born  the  year  succeeding 
their  marriage.  The  father  died  in  1772,  in  his  sixty- 
third  year,  continuing  the  pastor  of  this  church  till  his 
death. 

John,  the  son,  graduated  at  Harvard  college  in  1761» 
and  marrying  Elizabeth  Bagley  in  1766,  lived  with  his 
father,  after  whose  death  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
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place.  With  his  wife  and  five  children,  in  1780,  he  removed 
to  North  Yarmouth,  Me.,  and  afterward  to  Waterford,  Me., 
where  he  died  in  1815.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  a  very  prominent  man  in  the  town. 

In  the  year  of  Mr.  Cushing’s  removal  (1780)  he  sold  the 
place  to  Paul  Spofibrd,  who  lived  in  that  part  of  Rowley 
which  is  now  Georgetown,  for  £13,000.  The  farm  then 
contained  eighty  acres.  Mr.  Spofford  was  a  son  of  Capt. 
Abel  Spofford,  who  lived  in  what  is  now  Georgetown  on 
the  west  side  of  Baldpate,  on  the  farm  now  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Mrs.  William  P.  Perley,  and  was  thirty-one  years 
of  age  when  he  bought  this  place. 

Mr.  Spofford  had  a  bondservant  named  Adam  Simson, 
who  ran  away  in  the  summer  of  1781,  and  he  advertised 
for  him  in  the  Salem  Gazette,  as  follows; — 

“"D  UN-AWAY  from  the  fubfcriher  on  the  20th  of  July 
laft,  a  bond  fervant,  named  ADAM  Sl.UiiON’,  an 
Irifh  fellow,  about  18  years  of  age,  of  a  middle  ftature: 

Had  on  when  he  ran-away  a  brown  wooltng  coat,  blue  icooling 
waiftcoat,  check'd  linning  shirt,  and  striped  linning  andxcool 
trowfers.  Whoever  tcill  take  up  faid fellow,  or  give  informa¬ 
tion  to  his  mafter  fhall  have  one  paper  dollar  (old  einifflon) 
reward  paid  by  PA  l/L  SPOFFORD. 

“A^.  B.  All  perfons  whatever  are  hereby  forbid  harboring, 
concealing,  or  employing  faid  run-away,  as  they  would  avoid 
the  penalty  of  the  law. 

''Boxford,  Auguft  1,  1781.” 

Mr.  Spofford  never  married.  In  1784,  he  sold  the  farm 
to  his  father,  and  soon  after  died  of  palsy.  His  father 
conveyed  the  farm  in  1785  to  Jeremiah  Harriman  of  Row- 
ley,  who  afterward  lived  at  No.  216,  selling  this  farm  with 
the  buildings  thereon  to  Amos  Kimball,  who  lived  across 
the  street  (at  No.  214).  Of  the  house  after  this  date  the 
writer  knows  nothing. 

214. 

Residence  of  Rev.  S.  Rowe. — The  farm  owned  and 
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occupied  by  Rev.  Samuel  Rowe  and  Mr.  Isaac  Wyatt  was 
formerly  in  the  possession  of  Zebediah  Foster,  son  of  Jona¬ 
than  and  Abigail  (Kimball)  Foster,  who  was  born  in  1702. 
He  married  Margaret  Tyler  in  1723-24,  and  settled  here, 
where  he  died  in  1772,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  They 
had  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  Dudley,  resided  upon  the 
place  with  his  mother,  who  died  in  1784,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one. 

Dudley  Foster  was  born  in  1737,  and  married  Rachel 
Steel  of  Andover  in  1767.  They  had  four  children  at 
least,  Phebe,  Mary,  Mehitable  and  Rachel.  Dudley  and 
his  mother  sold  the  place  in  1777,  to  Amos  Kimball  of 
Andover,  blacksmith.  Mr.  Foster  probably  removed  to 
Andover. 

The  present  house  was  built  by  Mr.  Kimball  about 
1780.  He  was  a  son  of  Amos  Kimball,  who  lived  at  No. 
207,  where  he  was  born  in  1752.  His  early  years  were  spent 
in  Andover,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith. 
He  came  to  this  place  and  established  a  home  and  a  shop. 
He  married  Mary  Stiles  of  Andover  in  1779,  and  she  died 
in  1791,  at  the  age  of  about  thirty-eight.  His  children 
were  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1821,  at  the  age  of  forty,  un¬ 
married  ;  Polly,  who  died  in  1783,  at  the  age  of  five  months  ; 
Amos,  who  succeeded  his  father  on  the  place  ;  Mary,  who 
married  Frederic  SpofFord,  and  lived  in  No.  80  ;  Charles ; 
and  Lucy  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mr.  Kimball 
died  in  1824,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 

Messrs.  Rowe  and  Wyatt,  who  were  from  New  Glouces¬ 
ter,  Me.,  in  1870,  purchased  the  farm  of  John  F.  Kimball 
of  Andover,  wdio  then  owned  it.  Mr.  Kimball  was  a  son 
of  Amos  and  grandson  of  the  above  named  Amos  Kim¬ 
ball  who  died  in  1824.  Messrs.  Rowe  and  Wyatt  moved 
here  April  29,  1870.  They  are  deaf  mutes,  and  Mr.  Rowe 
is  an  evangelist  of  the  Congregational  church  to  the  deaf 
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mutes  of  Maine.  He  was  the  first  Congregational  minister 
thus  ordained  in  the  United  States.  His  ordination  took 
place  in  the  church  at  West  Boxford  in  1878. 

215. 

Old  Palmer  Cellar. — A  short  distance  west  of  the 
residence  ot  Rev.  Samuel  Rowe  (No.  214)  is  an  old  cel¬ 
lar,  over  which  stood  a  house  wherein  John  Palmer  lived 
from  1766  to  1780.  He  came  from  Rowley,  where  he 
had  married  Mary  Creasey.  Here  was  horn  his  distin¬ 
guished  sou  Timothy  Palmer,  the  famous  bridge  builder. 
How  long  the  house  stood  after  1780  is  not  known. 


216. 

Old  Porter  Cellar. — In  West  Boxford,  near  the 
North  Andover  town  line,  on  the  south  side  of  the  high¬ 
way  leading  from  the  residence  of  the  late  Capt.  Enoch 
Wood  to  North  Andover,  is  an  old  cellar.  Near  this 
cellar  stood  the  old  house  in  which  George  Blake  lived. 
He  came  from  Gloucester  in  or  about  1675,  having  been 
born  in  1611,  and  made  a  freeman  in  1651.  He  died  in 
1698,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  wife  Dorothy  siu- 
vived  him  till  1702,  when  she  died.  They  had  six  daugh¬ 
ters  and  one  sou,  the  latter  surviving  but  sixteen  days. 
The  daughters  were  Rebecca,  born  in  1641,  who  married 
Robert  Eames,  lived  near  her  father's  and  beeame  the 
witch  of  1692;  Deborah;  Prudence,  who  married  Moses 
Tyler,  and  lived  near  her  father;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
^latthew  Perry,  and  lived  in  Boxford  and  Bradford  ;  Mary, 
who  married  Zaccheus  Curtis;  and  Ruth.  In  1709,  an 
old  record  reads,  "On  the  south  side  of  said  road  near 
where  George  Blake’s  old  house  stood.”  So  his  residenee 
survived  him  but  a  few'  years. 

John  Ames,  ov  Eames,  as  the  name  ivas  then  commonly 
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spelled,  prohiibly  bought  this  place  after  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Blake,  as  in  1709  he  was  living  in  the  house  which  stood 
over  the  cellar  named  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  and 
in  which  he  lived  several  years  previously.  He  was  a  son 
of  Robert  Eaines,  and  grandson  of  Mr.  Blake,  and  was 
horn  at  Xo.  212  in  1670.  He  married  Priscilla  Kimball 
and  had  seven  children. 

In  1716,  Mr.  Ames  sold  the  place,  then  containing  one 
hundred  acres  of  land,  to  Benjamin  Porter  of  Wenham, 
for  £350,  and  i)robably  removed  from  town.  He  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Lydia  (Herrick)  Porter,  and  was  born  in 
AVenham  in  1692.  He  probably  built  the  house  himself, 
as  he  was  a  carpenter,  a  trade  characteristic  of  this  branch 
of  the  Porter  family.  Mr.  Porter  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  ]Moses  and  Ruth  (Pcrley)  Tj’ler,  who  may  have  lived 
at  the  Captain  Wood  place  (No.  89).  She  was  born  in 
1696,  and  died  here  in  1767,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 
Mr.  Porter  died  in  1778,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Their 
remains  lie  in  the  ancient  cemetery  near  their  dwelling. 
Their  children  were  Mary,  who  married  Dea.  Thomas 
Chadwick  ;  Moses,  who  settled,  we  believe,  where  Edward 
E.  Pearl,  Esq.,  resides  (No.  221)  ;  Benjamin  w'ho  was  his 
father’s  successor  on  the  homestead  ;  Sarah  ;  T3'ler ;  and 
Lucy,  who  died  in  1755,  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 

Benjamin  Porter,  his  father’s  successor  on  the  farm,  Avas 
horn  here  in  1721.  Before  his  marriage  it  seems  that  he 
resided  in  Exeter,  N.  IL,  and  had  become  a  member  of 
the  church  there.  He  married,  hrst,  Ruth  Foster  of  An¬ 
dover.  in  1744.  Slie,  after  becoming  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  died  in  1760,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  He 
married,  second,  Mary  Sherwin,  in  1763,  b}'^  whom  he  had 
four  more  children.  Mr.  Porter  died  in  1784,  at  the  age 
of  sixt3'-two.  In  his  will  he  lieqneathed  four  pounds  to 
the  Second  church.  His  children  were:  Lydia,  who 
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married  Daniel  Farnham  of  Andover;  Mehitahle,  who 
married  Asa  Sherwin  ;  David  Foster,  who  married  Susan¬ 
na  Towne  of  Londonderry  formerly  of  Boxford)  in  1771, 
and  removed  to  Denmark,  ]Me.,  afterward  settling  in 
Dixmont,  Me.  (it  is  said  that  his  six  children  were  born 
in  Boxford) ;  Lucy,  who  married  Asa  Barker  of  Andover  at 
the  age  of  lifteen  ;  Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  Kimball ; 
Benjamin,  born  in  1754,  married  Polly  Sargent  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Winthrop,  Me.,  in  1780,  and  in  1788  to  Vienna, 
Me.,  where  he  died  in  1837  ;  being  father  of  Dr.  Byron 
Porter  of  Bangor  and  Waterville,  Me.,  and  grandfather 
of  John  C.  Porter,  professor  of  mathematics  inXewYork 
Central  college;  of  Col.  Thomas  W.  Porter,  Boston, 
Mass.,  a  lawyer,  and  colonel  of  the  14th  Mass,  regiment; 
of  Dr.  Byron  Porter  of  Newport,  Me. ;  and  of  Dr.  Parker 
Cleveland  Porter,  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac; 
Ruth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  in  1779  ;  Tyler, 
into  whose  hands  the  homestead  came  ;  Jonathan,  who  died 
in  infajicy  ;  Susanna,  who  died  in  1799,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six;  Jonathan,  who  died  in  1782,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  ;  Mary,  who  died  in  1824,  unmarried,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven;  and  Mehitable,  who  married  Stephen  Pea¬ 
body  in  1791. 

Tyler  Porter,  who  succeeded  his  father  on  the  farm,  was 
born  here  in  1758,  and  married  Abigail  Johnson  of  An¬ 
dover  in  1779.  He  lived  on  this  old  place  until  1800, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Sebago,  Me.,  where  he 
died  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Their  children, 
all  born  in  Boxford,  were  as  follows :  Ruth,  who  married 
Jonathan  Poor  of  Sebago  ;  Jonathan,  who  lived  in  Boxford 
and  was  the  father  of  Capt.  J.  J.  Porter ;  Tyler,  who  re¬ 
sided  in  Weston,  N.  Y. ;  Stephen,  who  resided  in  Portland, 
Me. ;  Benjamin,  who  lived  in  Merrimac,  N.  H.,  and  Seba- 
go  and  Buxton,  Me. ;  Rufus,  born  at  this  place  in  1792,  died 
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ill  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two;  and  Henry,  who  died  in  Portland,  Me.,  in  1870.  The 
son  Rufus  was  proficient  in  his  youth  as  an  artist,  as  some 
of  the  houses  in  the  parish,  whose  walls  he  ornamented, 
hear  proof.  Having  removed  to  Maine  with  his  parents, 
he  settled  first  at  Portland,  and  served  in  the  1812  war 
with  the  Portland  light  infantry,  being  its  last  survivor. 
He  afterwards  lived  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  became 
an  inventor,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Scientific  Amer¬ 
ican,  a  journal  of  world-wide  fame.  The  number  of  his 
inventions  were  legion,  and  many  of  them  were  of  great 
utility. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  this  house  was  the 
homo  of  quite  a  number  of  Africans  in  early  times.  Mr. 
Benjamin  Porter,  first  named,  owned  more  slaves  than  any 
one  else  in  the  town.  Candace,  a  negro  woman,  was 
baptized  in  1758.  Ammy  married  John,  who  belonged  to 
Joseph  Noyes  of  Newbury,  in  1734.  Tamsin  had  a  hus¬ 
band,  probably,  somewhere,  and  her  three  children,  Caesar, 
Poinpey  and  Phillis,  were  baptized  in  1737,  together  with 
herself.  She,  however,  was  not  much  benefited  by  the 
baptism,  for  she  would  still  get  drunk.  These  were  only  a 
part  of  Mr.  Porter’s  slaves.  He  had  quite  a  family  in 
all. 

Tyler  Porter  sold  this  farm  in  1800  to  Simeon  Foster  of 
Andover,  and  in  1804  Mr.  Foster  conveyed  it  back  to  Mr. 
Porter,  who,  two  days  later,  conveyed  it  to  Jeremiah  Har- 
riinan  and  Jeremiah  Harriman ,  jr. ,  of  Boxford.  Mr.  Porter 
had  already  removed  to  Pleasant  mountain  gore,  York 
county,  Maine.  Mr.  Harriman  was  from  Rowley,  and  had 
been  living  in  town  for  several  years.  He  and  his  wife  died 
on  the  same  day, February  25, 1824,  he,  at  theage  of  eighty- 
four,  and  she,  who  was  a  second  wife,  at  seventy-one.  Mr. 
Harriman  was  the  grandfather  of  the  late  1).  F.  Harriman. 
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The  old  house  was  taken  down  liy  .Jeremiah’s  son  Dan¬ 
iel  llarriman  and  converted  into  the  "Ocean  house,”  No.  ' 

223,  in  1836.  i 

217.  i 

Residence  of  L.  G.  "Whittier. — ^Ir.  Levi  G.  AVhit- 

tier  built  his  new  house  in  the  West  parish,  on  the  road 
leading  from  the  sand  pit  to  the  Ilnbliard  place  in  North 
Andover,  in  1883.  ! 

218. 

Peter  Pearl  House. — The  Peter  Pearl  farm  was  origi-  ® 
nally  in  the  possession  of  Job  Tyler,  a  son  of  Job  Tyler, 
who  lived  at  No.  213.  He  was  born  in  1705,  and  married 
Elizabeth  Parker  of  Bradford  in  1730.  He  had  a  negro 
woman  servant,  who  was  called  "Notur.”  Mr.  Tyler  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Tyler,  who  lived  in  No.  81.  His 
son  Phineas,  born  in  1736,  was  the  first  baptized  in  the 
first  West-parish  church,  the  service  occurring  Dec.  12, 
1736.  After  living  in  Boxford  many  years,  Phineas  re¬ 
moved  to  Leominster.  Bradstreet  Tyler  was  another  son. 
There  were  twelve  children  in  all — eight  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Mr.  Tyler  probably  moved  to  No.  286. 
Bradstreet  Tyler  lived  here  after  his  father. 

In  1802,  Stephen  Tyler,  who  had  owned  the  place  some 
years,  sold  to  James  Fletcher  of  Ashby.  The  farm  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Mr.  Tyler’s  wife 
was  named  Patty. 

Mr.  Fletcher  resided  here,  and  died  about  J  805.  In 
1807,  his  widow  Rebecca  Fletcher,  and  children  Jonas 
Fletcher,  a  cooper,  Betsey’'  Fletcher,  Susanna  Fletcher, 
single-woman,  and  Abel  Fletcher,  carpenter,  all  of  Box-  i 
ford,  sold  the  place  to  Billy  Bradstreet  of  Rowley. 

The  present  house  was  probably  built  by  IMr.  Bradstreet  i 
about  1810.  He  occupied  it  a  few  years ;  and  after  his 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD, 


65 


death  it  came  into  the  possession  of  widow  Xahhy  Killain, 
Avho  sold  it  in  1819  to  .Jacob  Perley  of  Boxford. 

Mr.  Perley  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Perley,  who  lived  in 
N(».  32,  anti  was  born  in  Topstield  in  1783.  He  married 
Sarah  Perley  of  Boxford  in  1814,  and  they  had  twochildren, 
daiiirhters,  Harriet  Newell  and  Apphia  Ann.  ^Ir.  Per¬ 
ley  died  in  1821,  aged  thirty-seven.  His  administrator 
then  sold  the  place  in  the  spring  of  that  year  to  Peter 
Pearl,  who  was  the  eleventh  and  youngest  child  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Kimball)  Pearl  of  Boxford,  where  he  was 
born  in  1791.  Mr.  Pearl  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
town.  His  two  daughters  Misses  Eunice  and  Hattie  Pearl 
resitle  upon  the  place.  !Mr.  John  T.  Wood  also  lived  there 
a  few  years  ago. 

The  Rev.  Charles  M.  Pierce  resided  in  this  house  during 
his  ministry  in  the  parish  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion. 

219. 

Job  Tyler  Cellar. — On  the  same  farm  and  a  short 
distance  in  the  rear  of  the  Peter  Pearl  house  (No.  218), 
is  what  is  known  as  the  "Job  Tyler  cellar.”  This  is  the 
site  of  the  house  in  which  Job  Tyler  resided  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  Sketch  No.  218  gives  an  account  of 
him.  How  long  the  house  was  standing  has  not  been  de- 
termined. 

220. 

Greenlf.af  Cellar. — Near  the  sand-pit  in  West  Box¬ 
ford,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  stood  the  Greenleaf 
house,  which  was  moved  about  1871  to  South  Groveland, 
near  Johnson’s  pond,  where  it  now  stands. 

221. 

Residence  of  E.  E.  Pearl. — The  farm  of  Edward  E. 
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Pearl,  Esq.,  was  originally  an  old  Porter  homestead. 
.Mo  ses  Porter,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Tyler)  Porter, 
was  horn  in  No.  216  in  1719.  In  1741  he  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Edmund  Chadwick  of  Bradford,  and  built  this 
house  at  about  that  time,  it  is  supposed.  He  died  here 
ill  1811,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  eleven  months. 
He  had  two  other  wives,  Sarah  Ayers  of  Haverhill  and 
Mary  Low  of  M'enham,  both  widows,  the  last  being  his 
cousin.  He  had  eight  children,  all  by  his  first  wife  :  Asa, 
the  oldest,  graduated  at  Harvard  college,  1762,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Newburj'port,  as  a  merchant.  He  was  a  gentleman 
of  the  old  school ;  during  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  a 
devoted  loyalist ;  and  removed  to  Haverhill,  N.  IL,  before 
1780,  where  he  was  a  large  landholder.  Sabine’s  History 
of  the  Loyalists  says  of  him  :  "He  suffei’ed  in  person  and 
property,  in  consequence  of  his  adherence  to  the  royal 
cause,  and  was  compensated  by  grants  of  crown  land  in 
Canada.  He  was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  Governor 
"Wentworth,  and  other  gentlemen  of  rank,  and  was  him¬ 
self  a  persi)n  of  highly  respectable  character.”  He  died 
in  1818  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  He  had  two  sons  who 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  college.  M’illiam  resided  on  the 
homestead.  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Moses 
Avas  a  Avild  young  man,  and  is  said  to  have  married  Ann 
Ka}".  He  lived  here  for  many  years.  Aaron,  born  here 
in  1752,  Avas  a  physician  of  eminence  in  his  profession, 
first  at  Biddeford,  and  afterward  at  Portland,  Me.,  Avhere 
he  died  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  He  married 
Paulina,  daughter  of  Richard  King  of  Scarborough,  Me., 
and  sister  of  Hon.  Rutus  King,  the  first  United  States 
Senator  from  New  York,  minister  to  England,  etc.,  and 
half-sister  of  Hon.  William  King,  the  first  governor  of 
Maine.  His  granddaughter,  Sarah  Lelaud  Coffin,  mar¬ 
ried  Rev.  Charles  Beecher  of  Georgetown  ;  another  grand- 
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daujrliter,  Isabella  Porter  Jones,  married  Rev.  Edward 
Beecher ;  and  his  daughter  Harriet  was  the  second  wife 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  and  the  mother  of  Rev. 
Thomas  K.  Beecher  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.  This  shows  how 
the  Beechers  and  this  family  have  such  complicated  re¬ 
lationships.  Mary  married  Joseph  Hovey  of  Boxford. 
Lucy  married  Col.  Benjamin  Towne  of  Methuen,  and  died 
in  Belfast,  Me.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  James,  the 
youngest  child,  died  at  the  age  of  three.  Among  the  de¬ 
scendants,  not  already  named,  of  this  Moses  Porter,  first 
mentioned,  are  the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  E.  Blood  of  Man¬ 
hattan,  Kas.,  and  Wataga,  Ill. ;  Prof.  William  Coffin  of 
Illinois  college ;  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  W.  Bradshaw  of 
Batavia,  Ill. ;  the  wife  of  Rev.  Edwin  E.  Bliss,  mission¬ 
ary  near  Constantinople,  Turkey  ;  Rev.  Frederick  William 
Beecher  of  Wellsville,  N.  Y. ;  Eugene  Francis  Beecher, 
editor  of  the  Brooklyn  Monthly;  Rev.  William  B.  Jones 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  ;  Rev.  Francis  Jones;  Henry  A.  Jones 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  state  librarian  ;  Rev.  George  Wash¬ 
burn  of  Constantinople,  Turkey ;  the  wife  of  John  Hooker, 
Esq.,  an  attorney  of  Hartford,  Conn. ;  Rev.  James  C. 
Beecher ;  Dr.  John  Tyler  Goddard  of  New  York  City ; 
and  the  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  Phillips  of  Groton,  Mass. 

William  Porter,  born  here  in  1744,  married,  in  1767, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Issuic  Adams,  who  lived  at  No.  84. 
He  always  resided  here,  and  died  in  1822,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight.  He  had  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  Mary, 
married  Amos  Carleton  at  Haverhill  about  1805,  and 
settled  upon  her  father’s  place.  Among  Mr.  Porter’s 
descendants  are  the  wife  of  Rev.  Peter  McVicker  of  To¬ 
peka,  Kas. ;  the  wife  of  Henry  H.  Markman,  Esq.,  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis ;  Gen.  Charles  Porter  Mattocks,  now  a  law¬ 
yer  of  Portland,  Me.,  having  been  several  years  attorney 
for  Cumberland  county  ;  the  wife  of  Hon.  Isaac  Dyer  of 
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liiildwiii,  Me. ;  lion.  Charles  William  Porter  of  Platts- 
burg,  Mo.;  Ktifus  King  Porter,  Esq.,  of  Machias,  Me.; 
and  Dr.  George  Thatcher  Porter  ot  Calais,  Me. 

In  1860,  Amos  Carleton  sold  out  to  James  Carleton, 
who  resided  here  until  1876,  when  he  sold  to  Mrs.  Pamela 
W.  Tyler.  He  then  removed  to  Georgetown,  where  he 
afterward  resided.  Mr.  Pearl  came  into  possession  of  the 
some  fourteen  years  since,  and  shortly  afterward  erected  his 
large  and  convenient  barn. 


222. 

Residence  of  C.  R.  Anderson. — The  late  Capt.  Jon¬ 
athan  Janus  Porter  built  his  mill-dam  in  1836,  splitting 
the  stone  and  doing  the  work  generally  himself,  and  erected 
the  mill  the  following  year,  Oscar  G.  Ingalls  being  associ¬ 
ated  with  him  in  the  conduct  of  the  mill.  Mr.  Porter 
built  his  late  residence  in  1837,  and  his  barn  in  1845. 
After  the  decease  of  his  wife,  he  conveyed  the  farm  in 
1878  to  Mr.  Charles  R.  Anderson  the  present  owner,  with 
whom  he  resided,  and  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty. 

223. 

"Ocean  House.” — The  house  near  the  late  D.  Francis 
Harriman’s,  known  as  the  "Ocean  house,”  was  built  for 
"Aunt  Poll}'  Foster”  and  D.  F.  Harriinan  out  of  the  old 
Porter  house,  No.  216,  with  the  addition  of  new  lum¬ 
ber,  in  1836,  a  four-tenement  house  being  constructed. 
Joseph  Brown  lived  here  for  six  or  eight  years,  andThomas 
B.  Parker  eight  or  ten  years.  It  has  also  been  occupied 
by  Samuel  Jenkins,  Clnirles  R.  Anderson,  Mrs.  Lucy 
Harris,  William  Xewhall,  J.  B.  Frost,  Warren  Noyes, 
George  Hudson,  John  Baker,  William  Merrill,  Frank  W. 
Chase  and  many  others. 
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224. 

Residence  of  G.  A.  IIarkiman. — The  residence  of  tlie 
liite  D.  Fnuicis  Ilaniniiin  was  built  by  his  father,  Daniel 
Harriinan,  about  1816.  Mr.  Haninian  was  born  in  Row- 
ley  in  1783,  and  his  father  (Jereiniali)  removed  to  Boxford 
when  Daniel  was  less  than  ten  years  of  age.  Daniel  mar¬ 
ried  Jane  Dole  of  Methuen,  and  died  of  dropsy  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Ilis  son,  Daniel  Francis, 
afterward  possessed  ami  carried  on  the  farm  until  his  death 
in  1884,  since  which  time  his  son  Mr.  George  A.  Harri- 
man  has  lived  there. 

225. 

Residence  of  J.  Horace  Nason. — The  house  of  ]Mr. 
John  Horace  Nason  was  early  occupied  by  a  family  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  of  Willard,  and  was  afterward  owned  by 
Greeideaf  Dole,  wdio  lived  here.  About  1850,  Mr.  Dole 
sold  the  place  to  the  late  D.  Francis  Harriinan,  and  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Harriinan  in  1884  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Nason  and  his  wife,  who  was  Mr.  Harriman’s 
daughter.  They  have  lived  there  many  years. 

226. 

Residence  of  Spoffordand  Rokes. — This  house  was 
built  by  Henry  C.  Sullivan  in  1830,  on  land  he  bought  of 
Greenleaf  Dole  the  year  before.  The  timber  for  this  house 
was  hewn  near  Fish  Brook  on  the  Towne  road  by  Capt. 
J.  J.  Porter,  William  Henry  and  Mr.  Sullivan.  In  1831, 
he  sold  it  to  William  Henry,  who  had  lived  at  No.  242. 
Ill  1836,  Mr.  Henry  sold  to  Francis  Perley  Robinson  of 
Boxford,  cordwainer,  ivho  in  1842  conveyed  it  to  Solomon 
AVildes,  a  tavern  keeper  of  Boston,  and  then  removed  to 
Boston.  Mr.  Wildes  was  originally  of  Topstield.  In  1850, 
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he  sold  out  to  Aaron  L.  Parker  of  Boxford,  who  removed 
from  No.  234,  and  resided  here  until  his  death  in  1875. 

It  is  now  owned  by  his  widow. 

Mr.  Benjamin  French  resided  here  awhile,  removin^to 
the  Foster  house.  No.  93.  On  the  same  day  that  Ca|)t. 
Porter  was  married  in  one  part  of  this  house,  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  French  was  buried  from  the  other  part.  The  house 
is  now  occupied  l>y  Messrs.  Alden  Spofford  and  Meander 
Rokes. 

227. 

Morse’s  Store. — The  country  store  kept  by  ]Mr.  G.  S. 
Morse  near  the  West  Boxford  church  is  located  in  a  build¬ 
ing  erected  for  that  purpose  about  ten  years  ago  by  E.  E. 
Pearl,  Esq.  The  second  story  is  finished  into  a  tenement 
in  which  has  resided  Mr.  Frank  Jaques. 

228. 

West  Parish  Parsonage. — The  parsonage  in  the  West 
parish  was  built  by  the  parish  in  1875,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$5,000.  It  has  been  occupied  by  l)ut  two  clergymen.  Rev. 
James  McLean,  from  1876  to  1878,  and  Rev.  Charles 
Lawrence  Hubbard  from  1879  to  the  present  time. 

229. 

Residence  of  W.  R.  Kimball. — The  house  of  William 
R.  Kimball,  Esq.,  was  built  by  Mr.  James  Carleton  in 
1840.  Mr.  Carleton  lived  in  it  for  some  time,  renting  half 
of  it  to  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Jenkins  and  afterward  to  Mr. 
Franklin  Jaques.  Mr.  Carleton  sold  to  Robert  Carleton 
and  John  William  Brown.  Mr.  Brown  was  son  of  John 
Brown,  who  lived  at  No.  242,  and  was  born  in  Methuen 
in  1815.  He  married,  in  1836,  Mary  C.  Ayer  of  Ando¬ 
ver,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  the  oldest  two  of  whom 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  ;  one  of  them  dying  at 
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the  front.  Mr.  Brown  bought  out  Mr.  Carleton,  and  in 
1871  sold  the  place  to  Mr.  Kimhall,  the  present  owner 
and  occupier,  who  is  a  native  of  Bradford. 

230. 

Timon’s  Cellar.  — AVhere  the  ham  of  Mr.  Robert 
B.  Anderson  stands,  once  stood  the  house  which  was 
occupied  and  owned  by  Timon,  a  negro.  The  following 
note  concerning  Timon  and  his  wife  is  of  value  and  inter¬ 
est  : 

"Timon  Freeman  &  Flora  his  M’^ife  came  to  Boxford  to 
live  the  5th  of  November  1788,  and  were  taken  into  Town 
by  wee  the  Subscribers.  They  came  last  from  Andover. 

"Thomas  &  Samll  Chadwick. 

"Boxford  Novr  19th  1788.” 

lie  was  sometimes  called  Timon  Chadwick.  lie  lived  and 
died  in  this  house,  his  death  occurring  July  10,  1805,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife  died  on  New  Year’s  day, 
1815,  at  the  age  of  eighty. 


231. 

R.  B.  Anderson  House. — This  house  w’as  owned.  May 
8,  1804,  by  Willard  Lane.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  his 
shop  stood  on  Moses  Porter’s  land.  On  the  day  above 
mentioned,  he  sold  out  to  Benjamin  Ames,  jr.,  of  An¬ 
dover,  an  innkeeper.  A  year  later  ^Ir.  Ames  sold  to 
Jose[)h  Damon  Woodworth  and  Gardiner  Ames,  both  of 
Boxfoi’d.  In  1825,  it  was  occupied  by  a  Mr.  Stiles,  wbo 
married  a  sister  of  Amos  Carlton.  It  was  owned  by 
Thomas  Chadwick  and  descended  from  him  to  Samuel  and 
Mary  Chadwick.  When  Mr.  Anderson  came  from  Salem 
N.  11.,  he  lived  here,  and  boarded  Miss  Mary  Chadwdck 
as  long  as  she  lived.  The  place  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
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Anderson’s  son  William,  and  thence  came  into  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son’s  possession. 

Mr.  Anderson  came  to  Boxford  in  1829,  to  teach  his 
trade  of  a  hlacksmith  to  the  late  Moses  Kimball  who  had 
bought  out  Thomas  "W.  Durant  on  his  removal  to  Canada. 
Mr.  Anderson  worked  for  Mr.  Kimball  until  about  1845, 
when  he  built  a  shop  for  himself  near  his  residence,  and 
continued  to  work  at  his  trade  in  this  new  locality  till 
about  1874.  He  married,  first,  Irene  Cluff  of  Salem, 
N.  IL,  and,  second,  widow  Harriet  Chase  of  North  Andover. 
Mr.  Anderson  and  his  wife  both  died  a  year  ago.  He 
had  eleven  children,  one  of  whom,  Charles  R.,  lives  in  No. 
222  ;  and  another,  David  Mighill,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion. 

232. 

Residence  of  J.  A.  M.  Spofford. — In  1804,  the  Sam¬ 
uel  Clement  house  was  called  a  "new”  house,  having  been 
erected  just  before  that  date  by  Phineas  Cole,  who  kept  a 
tavern  in  it,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to  Pelham, 
N.  II.,  where  he  instituted  another  public  house.  IMr.  Cole 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  Cole,  and  was  born  in  No.  236  in 
1744. 

In  1811,  Mr.  Cole  sold  the  place  to  Samuel  W.  Cle¬ 
ment  of  Boxford  who  lived  in  this  house  for  many  years. 
After  the  decease  of  his  widow  in  1877,  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  the  place  was  occupied  by  Fred  Thomas.  In  1881, 
it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Patrick  Duffy  of  Groveland,  but  as  his 
wife  would  not  come  here  to  live,  he  sold  out  the  next  year 
to  the  late  Edwin  S.  Adams,  who  had  formerly  lived  at 
No.  238.  Mr.  Adams  moved  herein  the  fall  of  1882,  and 
remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1887.  His 
widoAV,  a  second  wife,  survived  him  but  six  days.  The 
estate  was  inherited  by  Mr.  Adams’  sister,  Mrs.  Julia  A. 
M.  Spofford,  who  has  since  resided  upon  it. 
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MOUSE  HOUSE. 

Parker  in  1799.  Mr.  Parker,  who  had  been  liviii"  in  No. 
239,  removed  to  this  house  as  soon  us  it  was  ready,  and 
resided  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1825,  at 
the  ajre  of  tifty-three.  His  widow  died  there  in  1850,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  The  three  children  born  to  them 


233. 

Residence  of  A.  P.  IIovev. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
All)ert  Parker  Ilovey  was  erected  by  Franklin  Jaques 
about  1848,  and  he  resided  in  it  until  about  1889,  when 
he  died,  the  place  being  sold  to  Mr.  Hove}',  A\ho  now  re¬ 
sides  there. 

234. 

Residence  of  G.  S.  Mouse. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
Gardner  S.  Morse  was  built  by  his  grandfather  Jacob  C. 
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have  all  died  within  a  few  years  at  advanced  ages,  leaving 
a  nnniei’ons  posterity. 

After  Mr.  Parker’s  death,  the  house  was  occupied  by 
his  son  Aaron  L.  Parker  and  his  son-in-law  Samuel  Morse. 
These  two  men  had  nine  sons,  all  of  whom  enlisted  into 
the  service  of  their  country,  one  of  them  being  starved 
to  death  in  the  rebel  Libby  prison. 

In  1850,  ^Ir.  Parker  removed  to  No.  220,  where  he  died 
in  1875.  Mr.  Morse  continued  to  reside  here  until  his 
death,  in  1872 ;  and  his  widow  died  here  in  1881. 

Among  the  children  of  Aaron  L.  Parker  are  Chandler 
L.  Parker,  the  musician,  formerly  leader  of  the  Groveland 
brass  band,  Thomas  B.  Parker  of  Georgetown,  and  Gil¬ 
man  P.  Parker  of  Bradford.  Among  the  children  of  Mr. 
Morse  are  Mrs.  Charlotte  N.  S.  Horner  of  Georgetown, 
and  Gardner  S.  Morse,  who  has  lived  upon  the  old  place 
since  the  death  of  his  parents. 

235. 

Dowen  Cellar. — Robert  Dowen  married  MarySnelling 
in  Haverhill  Nov.  13,1719.  They  had  several  children, 
and  after  the  husband  died  the  widow  came  to  Boxford  and 
lived  in  a  pasture,  on  the  hills  near  Mare  pond,  a  short 
distance  east  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Gardner  S.  Morse. 
Sixty  years  ago,  there  were  here  three  cellars,  and  an  old 
well  partly  tilled  np.  These  can  still  be  defined,  though 
time  has  brought  them  nearly  to  a  level  with  the  surround¬ 
ing  surface.  Her  house  is  said  to  have  been  a  sort  of  cave, 
an  excavation  made  in  the  side  of  a  hill,  stoned  up  at  the 
sides,  and  the  top  covered  with  boards  or  similar  material. 
Around  these  cellars  was  what  \vas  known  in  the  early 
days  of  this  century,  as  Dowen’s  orchard.  No  trace  of  it 
now  remains.  Among  their  children  was  ^lary,  who  was 
admitted  to  the  Second  church  in  1744,  and  in  1751 
married  Amos  Foster  of  Upper  Ashuelot,  now  Keene, 
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N.  H.  Another  child,  John,  horn  about  1727,  was  bound 
out  by  the  selectmen,  June  21,  1739,  to  Ebenezer  AVeb- 
sler,  a  fanner  of  Haverhill,  for  nine  years  and  six  months. 
Mrs.  Do  wen  was  known  as  "Mother  Dowen,”  and  was 
also  known  to  live  principally  by  stealinj;.  Sheep  and 
other  animals  were  her  general  prey.  To  hide  her  thefts, 
she  threw  the  refuse  into  Mare  pond,  having  done  her 
slaughtering  in  the  hollow  of  a  large  buttonwood  tree,  which 
stood  near.  Dr.  David  Wood  supplied  her  with  rye,  wheat, 
corn,  etc.,  at  ditferent  times,  as  his  account  book  shows, 
which  was  paid  for  by  her  brother  Mark  Snelling’s  labor. 
She  was  living  in  August,  1736,  but  probaldy  died  very 
soon  afterward. 

This  Mark  Snelling  was  a  mulatto,  born  about  1720, 
and  lived  most  of  his  time  with  Dr.  AVood,  though  he 
probably  made  his  home  with  Mrs.  Dowen.  At  length  he 
took  to  himself  a  wife,  and  became  the  father  of  Asa  Snel¬ 
ling,  whom  our  old  residents  remember  as  living  at  Phineas 
Perley’s  and  dying  there  in  1823,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 

Mrs.  Horner  adds :  "The  very  little  that  is  known  of 
that  little  settlement  hardly  saves  it  from  oblivion,  but 
with  charity  we  may  conclude  that  they  had  some  of  the 
virtues  as  well  as  the  vices  of  humanity.” 

236. 

Residence  op  George  Doherty. — The  house  of  Mr. 
George  Doherty  was  probably  built  by  Samuel  Cole  about 
a  century  ago.  The  house  that  formerly  stood  on  the 
same  site  was  occupied  by  El)euezer  Burbank,  who  in 
1717  sold  the  farm  to  John  Cole  of  Lynn,  formerly  of 
^lalden,  who  was  a  cooper  by  trade.  This  tract  of  land 
was  the  sixty-seven  acres  laid  out  to  Thomas  Leaver 
in  1666.  Mr.  Cole  settled  here  with  his  children,  Samuel 
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and  Anna.  Samuel  was  horn  in  1687.  The  father  died 
in  1737,  veiy  suddenly,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

Samuel  Cole  inherited  the  place  from  his  father  and  set¬ 
tled  upon  it.  lie  died  in  1765,  and  his  widow  Susanna  in 
1785,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five.  Samuel  had  five  cliildren, 
one  of  whom,  John,  settled  in  Amherst,  N.  H.,  and  Samuel, 
the  first-born,  resided  on  the  old  homestead. 

Samuel  Cole,  the  last  named,  was  born  in  1716,  and 
married  Bethiah  Hardy  of  Bradford  in  1738.  By  her  he 
had  fifteen  children,  and  she  died  in  child-l)irth  in  1764, 
at  the  age  of  forty-one.  He  married  a  second  wife,  AI)i- 
gail  Currier  of  Haverliill.  She  died  in  1795,  aged  eighty 
years,  and  he  in  1805,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  F(»ur 
of  his  S(»ns,  Daniel,  Benjamin,  Solomon  and  Simeon, 
settled  in  Boxford. 

Simeon  Cole,  the  youngest  son  of  Samuel,  lived  on  his 
father’s  })Iace.  He  was  born  in  1762,  and  married  Polly 
Smith  of  Rowley  in  1785.  One  of  his  sons  was  Manly 
Cole,  who  settled  on  the  homestead.  He  was  the  father 
of  David  Mighill  Cole  and  Caleb  M.  Cole  who  reside  in  the 
West  parish.  In  1878,  the  farm  was  sold  by  Caleb  M. 
Cole,  who  then  owned  it,  to  Mr.  Doherty,  the  present 
owner  and  occupier. 


237. 

Residence  of  Daniel  AVitham. — Mr.  Daniel  Witham 
built  his  house,  on  land  given  him  by  Edwin  S.  Adams, 
in  1877,  and  has  since  resided  in  it. 

238. 

Residence  of  Michael  Murphy. — ^Ir.  Michael  Mur¬ 
phy  resides  upon  the  Adams  farm,  which  was  probaI)ly 
the  land  of  Theophilus  Binder  of  Ipswich,  whose  daughter 
Martha  married  William  Knowlton  of  Ipswich  in  1729, 
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and  they  settled  on  this  place.  Among  their  children 
was  Thomas,  who  was  a  lieutenant-eolouel  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  and  the  friend  of  Putnam,  Reed  and  Wash¬ 
ington,  of  whom  the  latter  said  "He  would  he  an  honor 
to  any  country.”  lie  was  horn  here  in  1740.  Mr.  Knowl- 
ton  was  a  housewright.  In  1748,  he  sold  out  to  Stephen 
Merrill  (tf  Hoxford,  and  removed  to  Ashford,  Conn. 

Mr.  ^lerrill  lived  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  178.3,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  His  son  Jesse  doubt¬ 
less  succeeded  him  on  the  place. 

In  1828,  the  place  was  purchased  by  Daniel  Adams, 
who  had  been  living  in  \o.  291.  Here,  Mr.  Adams  re¬ 
sided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1828,  at  the  age  of 
lifty-two.  He  was  a  small  and  an  active  man,  and  quite 
niU'ical  in  his  tastes,  having  taught  a  singing  school  in  his 
neighborhood  several  winters.  Mrs.  Adams  survived  un¬ 
til  18()8,  when  she  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  They 
had  two  children,  one  daughter,  the  widow  of  the  late 
Leverett  W.  iSpollbrd  of  Georgetown  ;  and  one  son  Edwin 
Strong,  whowasl)()ru  in  180G,  and  who  married  his  cousin 
Miss  Elvira  Chase  in  Troy,  X.  Y.,  in  1843.  She  was  a 
native  of  Grovelaud. 

Tlie  sou  settled  on  his  father’s  place,  and  here  the  couple 
passed  all  their  married  life.  The  separation  came  at  last, 
in  tlie  summer  of  1879,  and  iMrs.  Adams  crossed  the 
bounds  of  life  at  the  age  of  seventy.  She  was  a  lady  of 
taste  and  benevolence  and  was  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
her.  Mr.  Adams  sold  the  farm  to  Mr.  jMurphy  three  years 
later;  and  marrying,  secondly,  Amanda  Davis  in  1882  he 
purchased  the  Clement  place  (Xo.  232) ,  where  he  after¬ 
ward  lived. 

239. 

Old  Ross  Cellar. — Opposite  the  residence  of  Mr. 

llisr.  CULL.  XXIX  <; 
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Isaac  C.  Day  is  an  oUl  cellar.  We  do  not  know  when,  or 
by  whom,  the  house  that  once  stood  over  it  was  built. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  house 
was  occupied  by  Jacol)  C.  Parker,  son  of  Aaron  and  Lydia 
(Chandler)  Parker  of  Andover,  where  he  was  born  in 
1772.  He  married  Sally,  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel 
(Lufkin)  Smith  in  1793,  and  began  housekeeping  in  this 
house.  In  1799,  he  built  the  Morse  house.  No.  234,  and 
removed  thither. 

Moses  Davis  then  lived  hei’e.  He  married  Sarah - . 

In  1805,  he  sold  out  to  Daniel  Adams  of  Boxford,  who  be¬ 
gan  housekeeping  here  immediately. 

He  was  born  in  North  Andover,  Mass.,  in  1775,  and 
was  the  son  of  David  Adams  of  that  place.  When  Daniel 
was  very  young  his  father  removed  from  North  Andover 
to  Derry,  N.  H.,  and  while  yet  in  his  teens  Daniel  came 
to  Boxford,  and  worked  out  as  a  farm-laborer.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-nine,  he  married  Sophia  Kimball  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  she  having  removed  from  Boxford  with  her  step¬ 
father  and  mother  a  few  months  before.  The  couple  lived 
in  this  house  until  1815,  when  Mr.  Adams  sold  out  to 
William  Ross  of  Boxford,  who  resided  here  until  about 
1835,  when  he  built  the  Day  house  (No.  241 ),  and  removed 
there.  The  work  on  the  new  house  was  done  by  James 
Carleton,  to  whom  Mr.  Ross  conveyed  the  old  house  as 
part  pay  for  his  labor  on  the  new  edifice,  and  it  was  torn 
down. 

Mr.  Ross  married,  first,  Martha  Carleton  in  1818.  She 
died  in  1833,  having  been  the  mother  of  Harriet  A.,  Harri¬ 
son  ().,  Martha  Elvira,  William  Warren  and  Julia  Ann. 
He  married,  second,  Mary  F.  Tyler,  in  1834,  and  she  be- 
<-amc  the  mother  of  Mary  Jane,  Caroline  Maria,  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Frances. 

Mr.  Adams,  who  was  the  father  of  the  late  Edwin  S. 
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Adams,  then  removed  to  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Nathan  K.  Fowler  (No.  291). 

240. 

Residence  of  B.  P.  Hale. — Mr.  Benjamin  P.  Hale 
built  his  line  residence  in  1889,  and  has  since  lived  in  it. 
He  is  a  principal  owner  of  the  Groveland  mills. 

241. 

Residence  of  I.  C.  Day. — The  residence  of  Mr.  Isaac 
C.  Day  was  built  by  William  Ross,  who  lived  on  the  op¬ 
posite  side  of  the  road  at  No.  239.  This  was  al)out  1835. 
The  carpentry  work  was  done  by  James  Carleton.  Mr. 
Ross  moved  to  this  place,  where  he  continued  to  reside  un¬ 
til  his  death.  It  was  then  occupied  by  his  son  Harrison  O. 
Ross,  who  devised  it  in  his  will  to  his  wife,  Martha  Ann 
Ross.  In  1877,  she  sold  the  place  to  John  T.  Day,  who 
died  a  few  years  ago,  after  making  great  improvements. 

242. 

Residence  of  John  I.  Ladd. — The  timber  for  the 
house  of  Mr.  John  I.  Ladd  was  cut  in  the  summer  of 
1830,  and  it  was  immediately  framed  and  erected.  The 
Imilder  (rf  the  main  part  of  it  was  a  carpenter  named 
Henry  C.  Sullivan.  He  had  an  apprentice  at  that  time 
named  William  Henry,  who  the  next  year  completed  the 
house.  He  put  on  the  ell,  and  the  next  year  sold  the  place 
to  Ephraim  Foster  of  Boxford,  who  settled  here.  Mr. 
Foster’s  father  was  Simeon  Foster,  a  native  of  the  lower 
part  of  North  Andover,  called  Pilfershire.  Ephraim’s 
mother  was  Polly  Harriman,  aunt  to  the  late  D.  F.  Har- 
riman.  Mr.  Foster  married  Orrissa,  daughter  of  Parson 
Wilmarth  of  Georgetown. 

Mr.  Foster  died  here  in  1835,  leaving  a  fund  to  the 
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schools  of  his  pan'sli,  and  the  house  and  land  to  his  widow, 
who  inai  ried  Dr.  John  T,  G.  Leach  of  Lowell  the  follow- 
in,<r  winter.  The  next  year,  she  conveyed  the  place  to 
Elisha  G.  Bunker  of  Barnstead,  N.  11.  Mr.  Bunker  kept 
a  tavern  here  for  about  a  year,  and,  in  1837,  having  sold 
the  homestead  to  John  Brown,  removed  to  No.  91). 

Mr.  Browm  w’as  a  son  of  Joshua  and  Kachel  (Buck¬ 
minster)  Brow'll  (see  No.  258).  He  continued  the  tavern 
business  for  a  short  time  only,  but  resided  here  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1855.  Mr.  Brown  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  reared  at  the  Hubbard  place  in 
North  xVndover,  near  the  Boxford  line.  He  married  Alice 
Jennings,  and  removed  here  from  No.  98.  He  was  a 
butcher,  and  had  six  children. 

By  foreclosure  of  i  mortgage  the  place  next  came  into 
the  possession  of  John  Tyler,  and  the  next  year,  in  1857, 
he  sold  it  to  Orville  L.  Hovey  who  resided  here  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1872.  He  willed  this  place  to 
his  wife  who  still  retains  it.  She  married  Mr.  John  1. 
Ladd  of  Groveland  in  1875,  and  they  have  passed  their 
married  life  at  this  place. 

In  1<S73,  Mrs.  Hove}^  took  dowm  the  large  barn  and 
four  sheds,  which  stood  back  of  the  present  barn.  These 
sheds  were  standing  there  fifty  years  ago,  and  had  been 
used,  })r()bably,  in  connection  with  the  church.  In  1878, 
]Mr.  Ladd  made  some  alteration  in  the  house  and  place. 

Ei>hraim  Foster,  while  he  owned  it,  put  some  paper  on 
the  walls  of  three  of  the  rooms,  representing  Bonaparte’s 
campaign  in  Egypt.  It  w’as  considered  a  great  curiosity, 
and  many  came  to  see  it.  It  was  in  sheets  and  very  hard 
to  match,  costing,  it  is  said,  seventy-tive  dollars.  A  part 
of  it  remained  on  the  walls  until  187(5. 

It  is  thouglit  by  ]Mr.  Ladd  that  Ezekiel  Ladd,  w’ho  died 
ill  1714,  resided  on  this  corner. 
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243. 

Kesidence  of  Albert  AIorris. — A  Mr.  Clears  built  a 
house  in  a  clearing  in  the  pine  woods  on  the  Uptack  road 
near  the  late  Mr.  Thwiug’s  about  1879.  The  authorities 
required  him  to  take  up  his  abode  elsewhere,  and  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  materials,  of  which  the  house  was  built,  sold 
it  in  1881  to  Mr.  Albert  Morris,  who  removed  it  to  near 
Ilarriman’s  hall,  and  finished  it.  Mr.  Morris  has  since 
that  time  resided  in  it. 


244. 

Residence  of  Mrs.  W.  R.  Cole. — The  residence  of 
IVIrs.  William  R.  Cede  was  built  by  Simeon  (?)  Pearl  about 
1814,  the  carpenter  being  Samuel  W.  Clement.  Mr.  Pearl 
was  a  son  of  John  Pearl,  and  was  born  at  No.  259,  in  1774. 
lie  lived  here  until  his  death  which  occurred  in  18 — ,  and 
then  his  widow  owned  it,  renting  it  a  number  of  years, 
and  fiiudly  selling  it  to  Richard  Smith,  who  afterward  sold 
it  to  Miss  Charlotte  Barker.  She  made  extensive  repairs 
upon  it,  and  resided  in  it  about  ten  years,  from  1865  to 
1874.  The  next  year  (1875)  she  sold  out  to  Mrs.  Cole, 
who  has  since  lived  in  it.  Mrs.  Cole  had  lived  first  at  the 
Ei)hraim  F.  Cole  place  (No.  209),  and  after  her  husband’s 
death  removed  to  No.  271,  where  she  remained  but  a 
short  time,  moving  to  this  house. 

This,  with  a  number  of  houses  in  the  neighborhood,  had 
the  walls  of  the  best  room  decorated  with  landscapes  of 
various  descriptions,  containing  figures  of  men,  horses, 
trees,  etc.  In  two  houses  in  the  village  the  walls  remain 
as  thus  originally  decorated.  The  artist  was  Rufus  Porter, 
Avho  died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two. 
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245. 

Residence  of  W.  F.  Hauuiman. — The  residence  of 
Mr.  AVilliam  F.  Ilurriinan  was  erected  by  Samuel  Kim¬ 
ball  and  son  for  Thomas  Wendell  Durant,  a  lilacksmith,  in 
1824.  Mr.  Durant’s  shop  stood  in  what  is  now  the  yard 
in  front  of  the  house  of  Mr.  'William  E.  Perley.  He 
was  an  exceptionally  tine  ivorkman.  His  father  lived  in 
Georgetown.  He  sold  out  to  Joseph  Pike  of  Bradford  in 
1829. 

Mr.  Durant  ivas  a  typical  New  Englander.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  born  in  Boxford  in  1790,  and  to  have  spent  his 
boyhood  in  that  town  and  at  Topsfield,  beginning  to  do 
blacksmithing  in  Boxford  on  his  own  account  in  1812. 
After  selling  out  in  1829,  he  ivent  to  Canada,  but  about  a 
year  later  returned,  settling  in  Boston,  where  he  became  a 
trader,  and  soon  afterward  a  note  broker.  About  1845,  he 
returned  to  Canada,  living  at  Stanstead.  In  1805,  his 
wife  died,  and  he  brought  her  remains  to  Haverhill,  Mass., 
in  his  carriage,  which  was  a  combination  of  runners  and 
wheels.  He  then  lived  ivith  his  wife’s  relatives  in  Haver¬ 
hill.  The  assessors  learned  that  he  had  wealth,  and  taxed 
him  two  thousand  dollars,  which  they  collected.  Being 
averse  to  paying  taxes,  he  gave  the  Massachusetts  biblo 
society  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ivhich  ivas  all  his  property, 
upon  condition  that  they  pay  to  him  ten  per  centamiually. 
He  was  then  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  He  died  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-nine,  bequeathing  to  the  same  society 
all  his  estate  which  amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars  more  than  his  previous  gifts. 

In  the  same  year  that  Mr.  Pike  bought  out  Mr.  Durant 
he  sold  to  Elbridge  Little  of  Bradford.  Mr.  Little  kept 
a  store ;  and,  in  1830,  he  sold  the  blacksmith’s  shop  to 
Moses  Kimball.  The  sluip  stood  in  what  is  now  the  front 
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yard  to  the  house  of  Mr.  William  E.  Perley.  When  Mr. 
Little  bought  the  place  he  moi-tgaged  it  hack  to  Mr.  Pike 
for  all  it  Avas  Avorth.  In  less  than  a  year  ^Ir.  Pike  re¬ 
sumed  possession.  He  aatis  a  shoe-manufacturer.  Upon 
his  death  in  1830,  the  place  AA^as  sold  by  auction  to  Capt. 
AVilliam  Farnham  of  Boxford  for  $840.  Mr.  Pike  always 
lived  in  Bradford. 

Mr.  Farnham  lived  here  and  at  the  CroAvninshield  place 
in  Topstield.  When  he  died  in  1844,  the  jilace  descended 
to  his  Avife’s  brother  and  sister,  ]Moses  Kimball  and  Mrs. 
Capt.  George  Pearl.  AVhile  they  oAvned  it,  the  house  Avas 
occupied  by  A.  P.  llovey  and  E.  E.Beaii.  ^Ir.  Kimball 
and  ]Mrs.  Pearl,  in  1875,  sold  out  to  D.  F.  and  William  F. 
Harrimau.  The  latter  has  resided  here  since  that  time, 
and  noAv  oavus  the  place. 

24(). 

Residence  of  W.  E.  Perley. — Mr.  William  Elbridge 
Perley 's  house  Avas  built  by  Benjamin  M'oodluiry  about 
1860.  He  Avas  a  Idacksmith,  and  Avorked  in  the  shop  here, 
mentioned  in  No.  245.  He  died  in  1862,  and  his  aclmiuis- 
trator  sold  the  place  to  John  G.  Harriman  ot  North  An¬ 
dover.  ^Ir.  Hairiman  resided  here  until  1865,  Avheu  he 
sold  out  to  Satah  E.,  Avife  of  Augustus  M’illiams  of  North 
AndoA'er.  In  1871,  she  sold  the  place  to  Mr.  Perley,  Avho 
has  since  resided  there. 

247. 

Residence  of  A.  J.  Henly. — Mr.  Alonzo  J.  Henry 
built  his  house  iii  1867,  and  his  barn  the  year  before.  He 
built  his  blacksmith’s  shop  about  the  same  lime,  hired  a 
man  to  teach  him  the  trade,  and  canied  on  an  active  and 
lucrative  business  until  his  health  failed,  nearly  a  score  of 
years  ago.  Since  then,  he  has  dcvoteil  m(»st  of  his  time  to 
agricultural  pursuits. 
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248. 

Residence  of  I.  W.  Andrew. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
Isaac  W.  Andrew  was  liuilt  by  Thomas  Chadwick  shortly 
after  he  bought  the  land  here  of  Samuel  Chadwick  in  1788. 
In  1808,  he  sold  the  farm  to  Edmund  Kimball  a  merchant 
of  Newbury  port.  Mr.  Chadwick  was  son  of  Dea.  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Porter)  Chadwick,  and  was  born  in  Boxford  in 
1751.  He  nuu'ried  Susanna  Porter  in  1796,  and  resided 
here  until  he  sold  out.  Among  his  children  were  Mary  P. 
and  Thomas  K.  Chadwick. 

Mr.  Kimball  conveyed  the  farm  to  Abijah  Northey,  jr., 
a  merchant  of  Salem,  in  1814.  Mr.  Northey  resided  here 
until  1835,  when  he  sold  out  to  Samuel  Groce,  another  mer¬ 
chant  of  Salem,  who  lived  here  till  1837.  He  then  sold  the 
place  to  Jonathan  Andi’ew  of  Boxford.  Mr.  Andrew  was 
a  native  of  Maine,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  An¬ 
drews,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Boxford.  One  of  his  sons 
was  John  Albion  Andrew,  the  loved  war-governor  of 
Massachusetts,  who  was  reared  on  this  farm.  After  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Andrew,  his  son,  the  present  owner  and 
occupant,  came  into  the  possession  of  the  place  and  has 
since  retained  it,  having  been  for  many  years  an  official  in 
the  Boston  custom  house. 

249. 

Dr.  JIaton  House. — Rev.  Peter  Eaton  was  born  in 
Haverhill  in  1765,  graduated  at  Harvard  college  in  1787, 
and  was  ordained  over  the  church  in  West  Boxford  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1789.  The  next  spring  he  bought  of  Moses  Porter 
for  two  hundred  pounds,  about  forty  acres  of  land  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  west  of  the  church,  and  on  it  erected  his  resi¬ 
dence.  He  married,  first,  in  1792,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Eliab  Stone  of  Reading.  An  infant  daughter,  Mary, 
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died  ut  the  aire  of  fourteen  months  in  1797,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  her  epitaph  : — 

“Early,  brisrlit,  transient  as  the  mornin"  dew 
She  sparkled  was  exhal’d  and  went  to  heaven.” 

Mrs.  Eaton  died  in  the  winter  of  1823-24,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  obituary  notice  ajtpeared  in  the  column  of  deaths 
of  the  iSalem  Gaselfe,  in  its  issue  of  January  20,  1824: — 

"In  IJo.xford,  on  Thursday  evening,  ^Irs.  Sarah  Eaton, 
wife  of  Ifev.  Dr.  Eaton.  She  appeared  as  well  during  the 
day  as  usual,  rode  out  to  visit  a  sick  friend,  and  in  the 
evening,  while  sitting  with  the  famih%  her  tvork  was  ob¬ 
served  to  fall  from  her  hands ;  she  was  speechless,  and  ev- 
identh’  deprived  of  her  reason.  She  continued  to  breathe 
until  12  (/clock,  when  the  lamp  of  life  was  e.xtingiiished.” 

He  married,  secondly,  the  widow’  Sarah  Swett  of  Ando¬ 
ver.  In  this  house  he  resided  through  his  ministry  of 
tifty-seven  years,  and  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three. 

He  w’as  distinguished  for  his  generous  spirit  and  moral 
W’oi’th,  and  was  loved  by  the  flock  over  which  he  had  the 
si)iritual  charge.  Among  Dr.  Eaton’s  children  were  Pe¬ 
ter  Sidney,  born  here  in  1798,  a  clergyman  at  Amesbury, 
now'  Merrimac ;  John  Hubbard,  born  here  in  1806,  a  min¬ 
ister,  and  connected  W’ith  the  American  Tract  society  ;  and 
Mary  Stone,  who  married  the  late  Moses  Kimball  of  Box- 
ford. 

Dr.  Eaton  sold  his  farm  to  Jonathan  T.  Barker  of  An¬ 
dover  in  1847,  the  year  before  his  death.  In  1864,  Mr. 
Barker  sold  out  to  Henry  Barker  of  Boxford,  who  resided 
ui)on  it  till  1880,  when  he  conveyed  the  place  to  Lawrence 
Carey  of  Lawrence,  who  afterward  resided  here.  Mr. 
Barker  removed  to  Peabody,  where  he  died  three  or  four 
years  later,  upward  of  eighty  years  of  age. 
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250. 

Residence  of  J.  Henry  Nason. — The  furm  of  Mr. 
James  Henry  Nason  was  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  Eames 
1)ef()re  1730.  In  that  year  he  sold  it  to  his  brother  Nathan 
I^aines.  The  farm  then  consisted  of  a  hundred  acres,  with 
house,  barn,  etc.  Joseph  Eames  was  a  son  of  Roliert  and 
K(‘becca  (Rlake)  Eames  and  was  born  in  Boxford  in  1681. 

He  married  Jemima - ,  and  had  nine  children  born  here, 

viz.  :  Abner,  who  died  in  1745,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four, 
unmarried  ;  Jonathan,  who  lived  at  No  212  ;  Joseph  ;  Na¬ 
than  ;  Jacot),  wlio  married  Anne  Wallis  of  Salem  in  1744; 
Moses,  who  married  Rel)ecca  Johnson  of  Andover  in 
1752,  and  died  in  1754;  Mary,  who  died  in  1740,  aged 
twenty-eight;  Jemima,  who  died  in  1745-6,  aged  twenty- 
one;  and  Hannah,  who  married  Jacol)  Buck  of  Haverhill 
ill  1752. 

Nathan  Eames  (or  Nathaniel,  as  he  was  at  first  called) 
was  born  in  1685.  He  married,  and  lived  on  this  farm 
from  the  time  of  his  purchase  of  it  in  1730  to  1762,  when 
he  sold  to  Joseph  Robinson,  a  yeoman  of  Andover,  for 
£S00.  The  farm  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  acres,  with  the  house,  barn,  etc.  Nathan  married 

^lary - ,  who  survived  him.  He  died  suddenly  Jan.  11, 

1765,  aged  eighty  years.  His  widow  died  July  17,  1765, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight.  They  are  not  known  to  have 
had  any  children. 

Joseph  Robinson  was  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Ste¬ 
vens)  Robinson  of  Andover,  where  he  was  born  in  1710- 
11.  He  married  Mehitable  Eames  of  Boxford  in  1733. 

In  the  spring  of  1770,  he  advertised  this  farm  for  sale 
in  the  Esf^ex  Gazette  in  its  issue  of  March  13-20,  1770. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  advertisement : — 

“To  be  fold,  by  the  Subferiber,  in  the  North  I’arlfh  in  Boxford,  a 
FARM  of  about  one  hundred  Acres  of  good  Laud,  confisting  of  good 
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Frye  of  Andover;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1777,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-one,  unmarried  ;  and  Jeremiah,  who  died  un¬ 
married  in  1780,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. 

John  Robinson  was  a  major  in  the  militia,  served  in  the 
French  war,  and  also  in  the  Revolution,  and  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  was  instrumental  in  preventing  a  mutiny 
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Mowing,  Tillage,  Pafturing  and  Orchard,  with  a  large  Dwelling-Houre, 
with  three  Cellars  under  it,  two  of  which  are  pointed  with  good  white 
Lime ;  alfo  a  large  Barn,  a  Cjder  Houfe,  Mill,  and  Prefs  under  it. — Said 
Farm  is  well  wooded  and  watered,  and  chiefly  well  fenced  with  good 
Stone  W’all,  and  is  one  Mile  and  a  Quarter  from  the  Mceting-IIoufe  in 
faid  Parilh.  Joseph  Kobixson.” 

Probably  IMr.  Robinson  did  not  find  a  purchaser  for  his 
place  as  he  continued  to  reside  here  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1777,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  His  wife  died 
in  1783,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Their  six  children  were 
born  in  what  is  now  N(>rth  Andover,  and  were  as  follows  : 
Nathan,  who  died  in  infancy  ;  Mary,  who  married  Henry 
Rodwell  of  Andover;  John,  who  succeeded  his  father  on 
the  homestead :  Mehitable,  who  was  the  w'ife  of  James 
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amoii"  the  soldiers  during  the  terrible  winter  they  spent 
iit  Valley  Forge,  and  for  this  and  other  valuable  services 
General  Washington  presented  him  with  a  sword,  which 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  great-gi’andson  Prof.  John 
Kobinson  of  Salem.  Mr.  Robinson  was  born  in  Andover 
in  1739,  and  married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Daniel  Wood 
of  Boxford  in  1763.  He  was  also  a  deacon  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  church  ten  years.  About  1790  he  built  on  his  own 
land  the  house  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Paul  C.  Davis 
(No.  251),  to  which  he  removed.  lie  died  there  in  1810. 

Mr.  Robinson’s  daughter,  Rebecca,  married  Isaac  Bar¬ 
ker  of  Andover  in  1790.  To  Mr.  Barker,  NIr.  Robinson 
conveyed  this  farm  in  1804.  Mr.  Barker  lived  here  until 
after  1820,  and  then  removed.  He  sold  the  place  to  his 
brother-in-law  Nathan  Robinson  of  Salem  in  1827. 

The  place  was  next  occupied,  but  not  owned,  by  Oliver 
Foster  who  was  son  of  Israel  Foster,  and  was  born  in  No. 
93  in  1799.  He  married  Rebecca  Foster,  his  cousin,  in 
1823,  and  resided  here.  He  had  but  one  child,  Charles 
Oliver  Foster,  born  in  1824,  who  resided  upon  the  place 
with  his  mother  and  died  unmarried  in  1875.  Mr.  Foster 
died  a  year  after  his  marriage,  and  when  his  son  was  only 
eighteen  days  old.  In  1828,  his  widow  married  her  old 
lover  Benjamin  Robinson,  Jr.,  who  was  a  son  of  Benjamin, 
and  a  grandson  of  Major  John  Robinson,  who  formerly 
owned  this  place,  and  was  probably  born  here  in  1797. 

In  1831,  Mr.  Robinson  bought  this  farm  of  the  owner, 
Nathan  Robinson  of  Salem,  having  resided  here  since  his 
marriage.  About  1845,  he  took  the  old  house  doivn,  and 
erected,  from  rocks  taken  from  the  south  shore  of  Nlitchell’s 
pond,  the  present  stone  edifice.  Over  the  front  door  are 
two  parts  of  a  stone  in  which  are  imperfections  having 
the  appearance  of  a  fossil  butterfly.  An  old  stage-driver 
has  told  us  that  he  often  stoi)ped  his  horses  here,  and  let  his 
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passengers  take  a  look  at  the  curious  stone.  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son  (lied  here  in  1855,  having  been  the  father  of  Eliza  Ann, 
Rel>ecea  Jane  Foster,  John  Vose,  Charlotte  Priscilla,  and 
Enoch  Kimball.  The  sons  now  reside  in  Peabody. 

Mr.  Nason  has  owned  and  occupied  the  place  several 
years. 

251. 

Residexce  of  P4UL  C.  Davis. — The  residence  of  Mr. 
Paul  C.  Davis  was  erected  by  Maj.  John  Robiiisou  (who 
lived  at  No.  250)  about  1790.  lie  died  here  in  1810,  at 
the  age  of  seventN'.  The  following  obituary  notices  of  him 
are  copied  from  the  Salem  Gazette,  tlie  tirst  from  the  death 
column  of  its  issue  of  Fel*.  2,  1810,  and  the  second  from 
the  issue  of  Feb.  1),  1810. 

“At  Boxford,  on  the  22d  iilt.  .Tonx  Ronixsox.  Esq  ,  aged  70.  He 
had  been  to  a  neighbour’s,  and  complained  of  feeling  a  little  unwell,  but 
being  better,  set  out  for  home  with  a  Mr.  Carlton ;  they  rode  together 
al)Out  half  a  mile,  and  parted;  Mr.  11.  rode  al)out  llfty  rotls  furtln  r, 
when  it  is  supposed  he  got  ofl’  his  horse,  fell  on  his  face,  and  instantiy 
expired.  He  was  seen  by  a  woman,  wlio  alarmed  .Mr.  C.  when  he  re¬ 
turned  and  found  him  a  little  out  of  the  path,  dead :  this  was  not  more 
tlian  live  minutes  from  the  time  they  had  parted.  He  was  subject  to 
fainting  llts;  and  when  on  horseback,  he  felt  one  coming  on,  he  us¬ 
ually  got  olf  and  sat  down.  He  was  a  good  man.  Blessed  are  the  dead 
tliat  die  in  the  Lord.” 

^'Tribute  to  (Imported  irorth  — We  lately  mentioned  the  sudden  death 
of  John  l{oHixst>x,  Esc;.,  of  Boxford.  We  have  since  received  tiie 
foliowing  notice  of  his  character:  — Few  ciiaraeters  liave  t)een  more 
endeared  to  the  circle  of  tlu-ir  ac<iuaintauce  tlian  tlie  deceased.  His 
disposition  was  mild  and  amiable;  hismauner  modest  and  uii.assuming. 
Tlirough  life,  he  was  the  open,  undevlating  friend  of  morals,  religion 
and  good  government.  Endowed  with  a  sound  understanding  and 
discerning  iniutl,  his  conduct  was  regulated  by  tlie  maxims  of  wisdom 
and  experience.  Tlie  ollices  which  he  sustained,  both  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  were  discharged  in  a  manner  honorable  to  himself.  In  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  revolutionary  contest,  he  discovered  himself  the  firm 
and  intlexible  patriot.  Taking  an  active  purt  in  tlie  field,  his  liravery 
in  the  hour  of  peril  secured  to  liiin  the  confidence  of  his  assoc  iates  in 
danger.  Since  the  establishment  of  independence,  he  has  regarded  the 
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fortunes  of  his  country  •with  anxious  solicitude.  Pure  in  his  morals, 
rational  in  his  religion,  the  beauties  of  each  were  exemplified  in  his 
life.  In  his  death,  his  family  have  lost  a  tender  friend,  society  a  val¬ 
uable  member,  religion  an  ornament,  and  his  country  a  useful  citizen.” 

^lajor  Ilohinson’s  widow  died  about  three  months  after 
himself,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Ilis  large  family  of 
eleven  children  were  born  at  No.  2.')0,  and  were  as  follows, 
viz.  :  Israel ;  John,  who  became  a  |)hysieian,  and  died  in 
1790,  at  the  age  of  twenty-live;  Rebecca,  who  married 
Isaac  Barker  of  Andover,  and  lived  at  No.  250  from  1804; 
Benjamin,  who  also  jfrobaldy  lived  at  No.  250  before  his 
brother-in-law  Isaac  Barker  died  ;  Nathan,  who  settled  at 
Salcfn,  and  who  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Horatio  Robinson  of 
that  place ;  Aaron,  who  lived  in  Andover,  Danvers  and 
Salem,  and  who  was  the  grandfather  of  Prof.  John  Robin¬ 
son  of  Salem ;  Deborah,  who  married  Samuel  Spotford, 
and  lived  at  No.  252;  Elizabeth;  Joseph;  Sarah;  and 
Jeremiah. 

The  next  year  after  Mr.  Robinson’s  death,  his  adminis¬ 
trator,  Charles  Foster,  sold  the  farm  to  the  decejised’s  son 
Aaron  Robinson.  In  1813,  he  sold  it  to  Joshua  Emery  of 
Newbury,  a  honsewright. 

Mr.  Emery  lived  here  four  years,  till  1817,  when  he  sold 
out  to  John  Bacon,  Esq.,  of  Boxford.  The  Rev.  Samuel 
IIoi)kins  Emery  of  Taunton  was  a  son  of  Joshua,  and  was 
born  here  in  1815. 

In  1818,  Mr  Bacon  sold  the  farm  to  Seth  Bnimham,  son 
of  Rnfns  Burnham,  who  lived  at  No.  63.  On  the  after¬ 
noon  of  Saturday,  August  8,  1829,  there  w'as  a  thunder 
shower,  during  which  !Mr.  Burnham’s  barn  was  burned. 
The  following  account  of  it  is  copied  from  the  Salem  Ga¬ 
zelle  of  August  1 1 ,  1829  : — 

“The  storm  commciicecl  at  Dr.  Eaton's  parish,  West  Boxford,  about 
3  o’clock  in  tlie  afternoon,  .  .  .  attended  witli  very  severe  tliunder  and 
lightning.  Tlie  wind  veered  from  South  West  to  Nortli  East  and  blew 
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almost  a  hurricane.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  accompanied  with  hail 
about  tlie  size  of  walnuts,  prostrating  tiie  corn  and  grain  in  every  di¬ 
rection,  and  destroying  more  or  less  glass.  A  barn,  l)elonging  to  Mr. 
Burnham,  was  struck  l)y  the  lightning  and  l)urnt  to  the  ground,  with 
its  contents, — hay,  grain,  farming  tools,  chaise  and  wagon,  &c.  The 
dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Burnham  was  saved  by  tlie  active  exertions  of 
his  neighbors.  The  wind  blew  so  violently  atone  period  of  the  storm, 
that  the  people  hastened  to  the  parts  of  their  houses  most  remote  from 
their  chimneys,  in  the  expectation  tliat  they  would  be  blown  over.” 

Mr.  Biiriilinm  lived  here  until  1857,  when  he  sold  out 
to  Rev.  Galniel  II.  DeBevoise  of  Andover.  Mr.  Bnrn- 
hiim  married,  in  1818,  Caroline,  daughter  of  Edmund 
Herrick,  who  lived  at  Nos.  153  and  170,  and  had  one  child, 
Charlotte.  Mrs.  Burnham  is  still  living,  and,  we  believe, 
resides  in  IValtham. 

Mr.  DeBevoise  sold  out  to  lion.  William  A.  Russell  of 
Lawrence  i)i  1867,  having  removed  to  Walpole,  N.  II. 
We  believe  he  is  now  resi<rmg  in  western  Massachusetts. 

In  1868,  ^Ir.  Russell  .sold  the  place  to  Mr.  John  Barker 
of  North  Andover.  Mr.  Barker  lived  here  until  1873, 
when  he  sold  to  Mr.  Davis,  the  present  owner  and  oc¬ 
cupier. 

252. 

Re.sidence  of  Miss  R.  W.  Cakleton. — Where ^Nliss  Re¬ 
becca  W.  Carlebm  resides  stood  the  Samuel  Spotford  house, 
which  was  probably  built,  about  1805,  by  Isaac  Barker, 
who  owned  No.  250.  Mr.  Spotford  was  living  here  in  1808, 
and  probably  hired  the  house  of  Mr.  Barker,  their  wives 
being  sisters.  Mr.  Barker  sold  out  to  Mrs.  Spotford  in 
1817.  Mr.  Spotford  was  born  at  No  83,  in  1761,  being 
son  of  Amos  Spotford,  married  Deborah  Robinson  in  1793, 
and  was  drowned  in  Great  pond  in  Andover,  in  January, 
1833.  He  had  lived  a  short  time  in  Portland,  Me.,  before 
g(nng  to  Andover,  and  came  from  Andover  to  Boxford  in 
1817.  They  had  nine  children:  Rebecca,  who  married 
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Peter  Pearl ;  John,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Merrimac 
river;  Joseph,  who  died  in  Haverhill;  Amos,  who  was 
drowned  in  the  pond  near  the  house  in  1814,  when  in  his 
seventh  year ;  Sanih,  the  mother  of  Hiram  N.  Harriman, 
Esq.,  of  the  Georgetown  Advocate;  Harriet,  the  mother 
of  Mr.  George  B.  Austin,  now  residing  in  No.  280 ;  Na¬ 
than,  who  was  lost  at  sea;  and  two  others.  The  house 
was  burned  some  years  ago. 

Miss  Carleton’s  residence  was  a  shop  that  was  moved 
there,  we  believe. 

The  place  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  James  H.  Nason,  who 
bought  it  of  Robert  E.  Carleton  of  Lawrence  in  1877. 


253. 

Sargent  Cellar. — There  is  an  old  cellar  in  Mr.  D.  M. 
Cole’s  orchard,  between  the  late  John  Pearl’s  and  Miss 
Carleton’s  houses,  over  which  stood  a  house  once  occupied 
by  a  family  named  Sargent.  The  orchard  is  now  known 
as  the  Sargent  orchard.  The  head  of  the  family  was  Mo¬ 
ses  Sargent,  who  came  from  Methuen,  and  married,  in 
1767,  Esther,  daughter  of  Stephen  Runnells.  The  house 
has  been  gone  nearly  a  century. 


254. 


Residence  of  J.  M.  Pearl. — The  residence  of  the 
late  John  Pearl  was  probably  built  by  Daniel  Mitchell 
about  the  time  he  ^nirchased  this  land,  and  the  old  Hovey 
place  across  the  street,  of  the  heirs  of  Luke  Hovey  in  1812, 
as  stated  in  No.  255. 

Mr.  Mitchell  lived  here  until  about  1860,  wheh  John 
Pearl  bought  the  place.  He  lived  here  until  his  c  eath  in 
1890,  since  which  time  his  widow  and  son  John  M.  Pearl 
have  resided  on  the  place. 
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265. 

Luke  Hovey  Cellar. — There  is  an  old  cellar  across 
the  road  from  the  residence  of  the  late  John  Pearl  known 
ns  the  Luke  Hovey  cellar.  This  land,  bounded  on  the 
northwest  and  northeast  by  the  roads  and  on  the  south  by 
Mitchell’s,  or  Rush  pond,  and  containing  about  forty-five 
acres,  was  owned  in  the  seventeenth  century  by  John 
Hovey  of  Topsfield.  His  son  Luke,  born  in  Topsfield 
in  1676,  married  Susanna,  daughter  of  Moses  Pillsbury, 
probably  of  Newbury,  in  1698,  and  on  this  land  of  his 
father  built  himself  a  house  in  1700.  Aug.  28,  1706, 
his  father  deeded  the  land  to  him.  Old  Mr.  Hovey  had  a 
"great  English  bible,”  which  he  gave  in  his  will  to  his  son 
Luke,  to  be  bequeathed  by  him  to  his  son,  and  so  down  pos¬ 
terity.  In  the  will  of  the  son,  who  died  in  1787,  he  car¬ 
ried  out  the  wishes  of  his  father,  and  the  bible  is  probably 
still  in  existence.  Mr.  Hovey  died  here  in  1751,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five,  and  his  widow  in  1767,  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  They  had  nine  children,  viz. : — Susanna,  who  was 
born  in  1699,  and  married,  first,  Aaron  Brown,  and,  second, 
William  Lakeman  of  Ipswich ;  Dorcas,  who  married  John 
Foster  of  Andover;  Hannah;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Benjamin  Kimball  of  Wenham  ;  Luke,  who  lived  here  and 
at  No.  254;  Abigail;  Joseph,  who  lived  at  No.  283; 
:Mary,  who  married  William  Woster  of  Newbury ;  and 
Abijah,  who  married  Lydia  Graves  of  Haverhill,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Lunenburg  about  1750. 

In  his  will,  Mr.  Hovey  devised  this  place  to  his  son  Luke. 
!Mr.  Hovey  had  built  a  house  near  the  brook  at  the  south¬ 
east  end  of  his  lot  in  which  he  lived  the  last  few  years  of 
his  life.  The  latter  house  came  into  the  possession  of  bis 
son  Joseph,  who  resided  there.  The  old  place  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  Luke  Hovey,  jr.,  who  was  born  here  in  1708,  and 
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who  marriecl,  first,  Dorcas  Kimball  of  Bradford,  second, 
widow  Esther  liminells,  and,  third,  ^lehitable  English, 
having  by  the  three  marriages  eleven  children,  whose  names 
were  Thomas  (died  at  the  age  of  three),  Thomas  (married 
Sarah  Carlton),  Elizabeth  (married - Brown),  Abi¬ 
gail  (married - Baker),  Olive  (married - Gage), 

Phineas,  Luke  (died  in  infancy),  Luke  (resided  on  the 
homestead),  Washington,  and  Mehitable. 

Mr.  Hovey’s  barn  was  struck  by  lightning  in  a  thunder 
shower,  July  14,  1772,  and  burned.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  notice  of  the  fire  which  appeared  in  the  Essex 
Gazette  the  next  week  : — 

“SALEM,  July  21. 

“A  larjre  Barn,  belonging  to  Mr.  Luke  Ilovey,  of  Boxford,  was  fet 
on  Fire,  laft  Tuefday,  by  a  Flafh  of  Lightning,  and  entirely  confumed, 
with  four  Tons  of  Eiiglifh  Hay.” 

Mr.  Hovey  died  in  1787,  and  his  widow  continued  to 
reside  in  the  west  end  of  the  house. 

Ilis  son  Luke  was  given  the  farm,  and  he  resided  on  it. 
lie  was  born  in  1749,  married  Hannah  Kimball  of  Bradford 
in  1775,  and  died  here  in  1798.  His  heirs  conveyed  it, 
December  17,  1812,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  to  Daniel 
Mitchell,  a  cordwainer  of  Bradford.  There  were  forty-six 
acres  of  land,  and  the  consideration  was  twelve  hundred 
dollars.  The  heirs  were  Hannah  Hovey  of  Boxford,  widow, 
Isaac  Hovey  and  Luke  Ilovey,  both  of  Boxford,  cordwain- 
ers,  Celinda  Ilovey  of  Boxford,  siuglewoman,  Leonard 
Hovey  of  Bradford,  cordwainer,  Dorcas  Ilovey  of  New- 
buryport,  Guy  Carleton  of  Roxbury,  and  his  wife  Abigail, 
and  John  Barnes  of  Deerfield,  N.  H.,  and  his  wife  Susanna. 
The  house  was  probably  taken  down  about  that  time. 

256. 

Residence  ofD.  M.Cole. — A  short  distance  southeast 
of  Mr.  David  Mighill  Cole’s  residence  once  stood  a  house 
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built liy  a  Mr.  Sherwin,  whoresided  here  until  near  the 
close  of  the  last  century. 

This  was  a  part  of  "Mr.  Nelson’s  Great  Farm”  of  two 
thousand  acres,  which  was  laid  out  to  him  in  1667.  This 
particular  portion  ot  it  was  owned  in  1708  by  Capt.  John 
Peabody  of  Boxford.  Then,  the  line  between  this  and  the 
Pearl  farm,  was  one  rod  east  of  this  house.  In  1708,  Mr. 
Peabody  let  the  place  to  Jabez  Dorman  of  Topsfield,  who 
married  Hephzibah  Perley  of  Boxford  in  1715,  had  a  son 
Jabez,  born  the  next  year,  and  both  mother  and  son  died 
before  the  year  was  out.  In  tact  before  the  year  had  ex¬ 
pired  he  had  married  Abial  Foster,  and  the  next  year  had 
another  son  born,  who  was  called  by  the  same  name.  He 
immediately  removed  to  Arundel,  Me.,  where  he  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  1728. 

John  Buckminster,  or  Buckmaster,  as  the  name  ivas  of¬ 
ten  spelt,  also  resided  here  in  1788,  having  come  from  Es¬ 
sex.  His  father  probably  lived  here  Avith  John  and  John’s 
sister  Rachel,  who  married  Joshua  Brown  in  1788,  and  lived 
in  New  Hampshire.  (See  No.  242.)  John  married  Deb¬ 
orah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Varnnm)  Wood  of 
Boxford  Nov.  29,  1788.  She  was  born  in  No.  284  July 
2,  1763.  Mr.  Buckminster  was  a  seaman,  and  about  all 
of  his  married  life  was  spent  on  the  ocean.  In  1791,  Avhen 
he  was  at  Martinique,  in  the  West  Indies,  his  wife  received 
from  him  the  following  letter: — 

“Martinique,  Feby  28th  1791 

“Ever  Dear  and  Lovinji  Wife  once  More  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
inform  you  that  I  am  Well  at  Present  and  hoping  these  few  lines  Will 
find  you  the  Same  by  the  blessing  of  God  I  have  Nothing  New  to  Write 
you  only  We  are  in  hopes  to  Sail  in  25  Days— I  Should  have  Wrote  to 
Joseph  but  have  Not  time  So  beg  to  be  Excused  Likewise  to  fanny 

“Give  My  Duty  to  father  and  Motlier  and  kind  Love  to  all  Enquir¬ 
ing  friends 

“I  Remain  your  Loving  husband 


“John  Buckminster.' 
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He  came  home  after  the  writing  of  this  letter,  and  went 
away  for  the  last  time  early  in  1794.  While  at  the  port 
of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  he  sent  the  following  letter  to  his  wife  : 

“Charleston  March  8th,  1794 

“My  Pear — 

“I  Take  this  opportunity  to  Inform  you  that  I  am  very  ■well 
and  Hope  tliese  few  Lines  will  line!  you  and  the  Children  the  Same.  We 
had  seventeen  Days  passage  to  Charleston  AVe  are  now  Lying  Wait¬ 
ing  for  a  freight  and  Expect  to  go  to  some  part  of  Holland  And  Ex¬ 
pect  to  be  back  in  about  Seven  Months.  I  Should  be  Glad  the  joiner 
would  go  on  with  the  House  as  fast  as  possible.  I  wish  you  to  Speak 
to  your  Uncle  about  a  Deed  of  the  Land.  I  was  there  the  Day  before 
I  sailed,  but  He  being  Gone  from  Home  I  Could  not  see  Him.  If  Ba¬ 
ker  does  not  Get  the  boards  as  soon  as  the  Joiner  wants  them.  Send 
for  them.  If  Carleton  Does  not  take  the  leather  of  Baker  Let  him 
wait  till  I  Come  Home — If  the  Clapboards  are  not  sentdowneto  Chad- 
docks  from  Derry  Let  the  Joiner  Try  and  Get  them.  Get  somebody 
to  plough  a  Garden  spot  In  the  Spring 

“Kemember  me  to  Your  father  &  mother  &c  And  so  I  remain  your 
Dear  and  Loving  Husband 

“John  Buckminster. 

“I  send  you  something  more  than  twenty  pounds  of  Indigo  which 
you  may  sell  for  what  you  Can  or  keep  it  till  1  come  home  The  Indigo 
is  to  be  left  at  Mr.  Abel  Greenleafs  in  Newburyport.” 

He  brought  from  sea  at  one  time  a  red  silk  umbrella, 
the  first  umbrella  overseen  in  this  parish.  His  wife’s  moth¬ 
er,  Granny  Wood,  called  it  a"brillio.” 

Ilis  wife  never  heard  from  him  again  after  she  received 
this  last  letter.  Pie  sailed  for  Holland,  as  intimated  in 
his  correspondence,  and  when  near  there  a  shot  from  an 
armed  vessel,  engaged  in  the  French  revolution,  took  off 
his  head.  This  was  the  first  and  only  shot  fired  upon  them. 
His  age  was  only  twenty-five.  The  young  bride  was  thus 
left  a  widow  with  three  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was 
only  four  years  of  age.  She  became  insane,  and  afterward 
lived  in  a  part  of  her  mother’s  house.  No.  284.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were  as  follows:  P^lizabeth,  born  Nov.  11,  1789; 
John  Blake,  Sept.  8,  1791 ;  and  Maiy,  April  20,  1793. 
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Mrs.  Buckminster  died  in  October,  1804,  at  the  age  of 
forty-one.  Of  the  children,  Mary  died  Aug.  29,  1797, 
aged  four  years.  Elizabeth,  or  Betsey,  as  she  was  com¬ 
monly  called,  was  unmarried  in  1813,  when  she  was  living 
in  New  Rowley  (now  Georgetown),  and  when  visiting  her 
brother  John  in  Danbury,  N.  H.,  became  acquainted  with 
Dea.  John  Taylor,  whom  she  married.  John  B.  was  a 
memlier  of  the  West  Boxford  company  of  foot  in  1812, 
and  married  Charlotte  Crombieof  Georgetown  (then  a  part 
of  Rowley)  in  1813.  In  the  spring  of  1815,  he  moved  from 
Georgetown,  where  he  had  lived  since  his  marriage,  to  Dan¬ 
bury,  N.  H.  He  stayed  there  until  1822,  when  he  returned 
to  Georgetown.  In  1832,  he  built  the  house  afterward 
belonging  to  his  son,  the  late  G.  N.  Buckminster,  in  which 
he  resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  from  the 
effects  of  a  frozen  toe,  at  htur-score  years  of  age,  leaving 
a  memory  sweet  with  kindnesses,  benevolence  and  Chris¬ 
tian  fortitude. 

Probably  from  his  marriage  in  1792  with  Hannah  Por¬ 
ter  this  old  house  was  occupied  by  Zachariah  Bacon,  who 
came  from  Bradford.  The  house  was  also  occupied,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  centur}',  by  William  Porter  and  James 
Coburn.  Mr.  Coburn  was  living  here  in  1820.  He  was 
a  son  of  David  Coburn,  who  lived  at  No.  233,  and  was 
born  in  Nottingham-west,  N.  H.,  in  1783. 

The  last  occupant  was  Theodore  Reynolds.  The  house 
was  taken  down  in  1836  by  its  owner,  Joshua  T.  Day. 

Mr.  Cole  built  his  residence  in  1853,  and  has  since  re¬ 
sided  in  it.  He  is  a  sou  of  Manly  Cole,  and  was  born  in 
No.  236. 

257. 

Doctok  Bacon  House. — The  residence  of  the  late  El- 
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bridge  Perley  was  erected  by  Dr.  Josiah  Bacon.  He  was 
a  son  of  William  Bacon,  who  is  said  to  have  moved  here 
fi-om  Boston,  and  whois  claimed  to  have  been  a  descendant 
of  Lord  Francis  Bacon,  the  distinguished  philosopher  and 
scholar  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  Doctor 
Bacon  bought  this  land  in  1814  of  his  brother  John  Bacon, 
and  probably  built  the  house  the  same  year. 

Doctor  Bacon  was  born  about  1785,  and  married  Abi¬ 
gail  Ayer  about  1813.  They  had  three  children,  Edward, 
Sally  Ayer,  who  was  born  in  1816,  and  died,  unmarried,  in 
1854,  and  Abigail.  He  practised  medicine  here  from  about 
1813  to  about  1840,  when  the  influence  of  intoxicating 
licpior  drove  his  patients  from  him,  and  shortly  after  led 
him  to  the  town  almshouse,  where  he  died  in  1855,  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  His  widow  was  for  several  years  the 
housekeeper  of  General  Lowe,  and  after  his  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Merriam,  Mrs.  Bacon  built  what  is  now  the  public 
library  building  in  the  East  parish,  and  lived  there  until 
her  death.  Her  daughter  Abbie,  born  in  1821,  lived  there 
after  her  mother’s  decease  until  death  released  her  from 
her  loneliness  in  1878.  Edward  Bacon,  born  in  1814,  was 
found  drowned  in  a  pond  in  Groveland,  Dec.  23,  1881,  hav¬ 
ing  evidently  committed  suicide.  He  was  the  last  of  the 
Doctor’s  children.  John  Bacon,  Esq.,  the  author  of  Ba¬ 
con’s  Town  Officer,  was  the  Doctor’s  brother.  Squire  Bacon 
lived  in  that  part  of  Boxford,  which  is  now  in  Groveland. 

The  farm  was  quit-claimed  to  Elbridge  Perley  by  Brad- 
street  Tyler  in  1841.  Elbridge  was  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Perley,  and  was  born  in  Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  in  1810.  Mr. 
Perley  died  hei’e  in  1876,  and  his  widow  and  son  John  E. 
have  since  resided  upon  the  place.  Mr.  William  E.  Per¬ 
ley,  who  resides  in  No.  246,  is  another  son.  Three  of  his 
sons  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  two  died  from 
the  cflects  of  the  service. 


100 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD. 


258. 

Residence  of  M.  P.  Whittier. — The  residence  of  ^Ir. 
Marshall  P.  Whittier  was  erected  by  his  father  Francis  C. 
Whittier  about  1850.  He  removed  here  from  ^.o.  278, 
and  died  some  two  or  three  years  ago,  since  wliich  time 
his  son  has  resided  upon  the  place. 

259. 

Residence  of  J.  H.  Webster. — The  old  Pearl  place 
was  the  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  laid  out  to  John  Sandys, 
in  right  of  his  father  Henry  Saiidys,  in  1607.  It  was  bound¬ 
ed  on  the  southwest  by  "Mr.  Nelson’s  Great  Farm”  of 
two  thousand  acres,  and  came  into  the  possession  of  Joseph 
Dowding,  a  merchant  of  Boston,  who  sold  it  to  Cornelius 
Browne,  a  farmer  of  Reading,  for  £70,  Sept.  10,  1703. 
Mr.  Browne  probably  came  here  the  following  spring  and 
built  the  present  house.  His  wife  Susanna  died  here  in 
1734,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four. 

Ill  1738,  the  place  was  sold  by  Mr.  Browne  to  Richard 
Pearl  of  Bradford,  housewright.  jMr.  Browne  retained  half 
of  the  house  and  barn.  The  farm  then  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  Mr.  Pearl’s  father  was  John 
Pearl,  from  Skidby,  Yorkshire,  England,  a  miller  by  trade  ; 
and  his  mother  was  Elizalieth,  daughter  of  Richard  Holmes 
of  Rowley.  Richard  was  born  in  what  is  now  Groveland 
in  1702.  He  built  the  original  mill,  in  connection  with 
another  man,  that  occupied  the  site  of  the  first  factory  of 
E.  J.  M.  Hale  in  South  Groveland.  Richard  lived  first  in 
Andover,  and  came  to  Boxford  as  above.  About  that  time 
he  erected  iu  the  I’ear  of  his  house  the  first  grist-mill  that 
existed  iu  the  West  parish.  Richard  died  in  1793,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-one,  his  wife  Sarah  having  died  seven  years 
previously.  His  daughter  Elizabeth  married  Lt.  Ebenezer 
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Peabody,  who  resided  in  No.  260,  and  his  son  Richard  died 
of  the  small -pox  in  1760,  at  twenty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Pearl’s  son  John  succeeded  him  on  the  place.  He 
was  born  in  1738,  and  married  Eunice  Kimball  in  1765. 
He  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  the  j'oungest  of  whom 
was  Peter  Pearl,  who  resided  in  No.  218,  and  another  of 
them  was  Simeon  Pearl,  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  J.  M. 
Pearl,  who  resides  in  No.  254. 

After  Mr.  Pearl’s  death  his  son  John  came  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  place.  He  was  born  in  1768,  and  in  1794, 
married  Mehitable  Hall.  He  died  in  18 — .  Their  son  Ru¬ 
fus  died  in  the  summer  of  1797,  ajred  but  one  year.  The 
following  is  his  epitaph  : — 

“Fresh  in  the  morn,  the  summer  rose 
Hangs  withering  ere  ’tls  noon 
We  scarce  enjoy  the  balmy  gift 
But  mourn  the  pleasure  gone.” 

His  son,  George  Pearl,  tvas  the  next  proprietor  of  the 
ancient  homesteml.  He  was  born  in  1798,  and  always  re¬ 
sided  there.  AYhen  the  old  meeting-house  in  this  parish 
was  taken  down  in  1843,  Mr.  Pearl  purchased  the  porch, 
and  annexed  it  to  the  east  end  of  his  house  where  it  still 
remains.  He  died  in  1878,  and  his  widow  survived  him 
several  years.  His  family  still  reside  upon  the  place.  This 
is  also  the  home  of  Janies  H.  Welister,  Esq.,  a  son-in-law 
of  Mr.  Pearl.  Mr.  Pearl  was  a  prominent  man,  being  the 
representative  of  the  town  to  the  state  legislature  in  1857. 

260. 

Benjamin  Peabody  House. — The  residence  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Peabody  was  built  by  his  father,  Lt.  Ebenezer 
Pealiody,  about  17 — .  Elienezer  was  born  in  1742,  and 
served  through  the  Revolutionary  war,  his  special  service 
being  prosecuted  with  Col,  Alden  in  his  New  York  expe¬ 
dition  in  1778  against  the  Indians.  He  married,  first,  Eliz- 
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abeth  Peai-1  in  1764.  She  died  in  1776,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two,  and  he  married,  secondly,  in  1780,  her  sister  Sarah, 
lie  died  in  1829,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

Mr.  Peabody  had  twelve  children,  one  of  whom,  Benja¬ 
min,  bom  in  1789,  settled  on  the  place  in  1819.  Ilis  wife 
was  Itachel  Hunting  of  Boston,  whom  he  married  in  1815. 
He  we!it  to  Boston  when  quite  young  to  live,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  four  years  after  his  marriage.  Mr.  Peabody 
was  a  man  of  large  size,  and  of  an  iron  constitution.  Mrs. 
Peabody  was  quite  diminutive  in  stature,  and  was  distin¬ 
guished  for  her  kind  and  motherly  qualities.  He  died  in 
1879,  and  she  followed  him  three  years  later. 

Of  tlieir  family  of  eight  children,  the  oldest  is  the  w'idow 
of  Jonathan  Edwards  Foster,  and  resides  in  No.  92.  The 
next  married  John  P.  Foster  of  North  Andover.  The  next, 
Thomas  Isaac,  was  a  teacher  of  the  Farm  school  in  Boston 
harbor,  and,  in  1842,  w'cntont  sailingwilh  the  boatman  and 
twenty  of  his  pupils,  when  the  boat  was  upset  and  all  were 
drowned.  He  was  twenty-two  years  old.  Caroline  A.  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  Samuel  H.  Batehelder  of  Methuen. 
Eliza  O.  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Isaac  W.  Andrew,  who  resides 
in  No.  248.  Ada  B.  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  AVilliam  P.  Cleave- 
land,  Avho  resides  in  No.  13.  Benjamin  Franklin,  the 
youngest  son,  was  the  last  of  the  family  to  reside  on  the 
old  place.  He  died  a  few  years  ago,  and  the  homestead  is 
now  owned  and  occui)ied  during  the  summer  months  by  a 
Mr.  Wilmarth  of  Boston. 

261. 

Residence  of  V.  V.  Moulton.  — Mr.  Valorus  Valentine 
Moulton  built  his  house  in  1849,  and  has  since  lived  in  it. 

262. 

Residence  of  G.  S.  Dodge. — Mr.  George  Stanwood 
Dodge  built  his  residence  about  1870. 
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2fi3. 

Residence  of  Charles  Stiles. — The  house  of  the  late 
Elijah  Stiles  was  occupied  in  1820  hy  David  Coburn, 
who  came  from  Nottingham-west,  N.  II.,  about  1788.  By 
his  wife  Sarah  he  had  at  least  three  children  :  David,  who 
married  here  in  1797  ;  James,  who  lived  in  No.  256 ;  and 
AVilliam  Merrill,  who  was  born  here  in  1790.  Dr.  Jere¬ 
miah  SpoObrd  of  Groveland,  as  guardian  of  Sarah  Coburn, 
of  Boxford,  a  person  non  comjwsi  mentis,  sold  this  place  to 
Benjamin  Robinson  of  Boxford,  yeoman,  in  1840.  The 
farm  then  consisted  of  twenty  acres.  Upon  Mr.  Robinson’s 
death,  his  administrator  sold  it  to  Elijah  Stiles  of  Boxford 
in  1842.  Mr.  Stiles  died  herein  1881,  and  his  son  Charles 
resides  upon  the  farm,  which  lies  on  the  northwest  border 
of  Johnson’s  pond,  on  a  part  of  which  he  has  titted  up 
a  pleasure  resort  known  as  Stiles’  grove. 

264. 

Enos  Reynolds  House. — The  old  house  that  stood 
where  the  residence  of  Miss  Harriet  Reynolds  stands,  was 
built  quite  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  as  in  1799  it 
Avas  veiy  jld  and  dilapidated.  In  the  old  house,  from  the 
time  of  his  marriage  probably  in  1754,  lived  Stephen  Rnn- 
nells,  as  the  name  was  then  spelled  and  pronounced.  His 
wife  was  Hannah  Pearl.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and 
died  young  in  1771,  having  had  seven  children.  His  widow 
continued  to  live  here,  and  died  in  1822,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six. 

One  of  Stephen  Runnells’  children  was  Enos,  who  was 
born  in  1757.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and 
Avas  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  hill,  and  w'ent  Avith  Arnold  to 
Quebec,  Avhere  he  Avas  taken  prisoner  by  the  British,  and 
at  ter  wards  escaping,  swam  across  Lake  Cham[)hiin  on  a 
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hoard  and  returned  to  his  family  who  had  given  him  up 
as  dead.  He  was  so  disguised  hy  small  pox,  from  which 
he  had  suffered  at  Quebec,  that  his  mother  at  Hrst  supposed 
him  a  stranger  while  driiikiug  at  the  family  well  in  the 
door-yard  on  his  return.  lie  was  also  with  General  Sul¬ 
livan  in  1777  in  his  expedition  against  the  Indians  in  the 
state  of  New  York, — at  Cherry  V^alley,  Saratoga  and  other 
places.  He  was  also  one  of  the  personal  guard  of  Major 
Andre  in  his  cell  on  the  night  before  his  execution,  and  was 
much  touched  b}”^  the  demeanor  of  the  condemned. 

In  1782,  Mr.  Reynolds  married  Sarah  Simmons,  and 
settled  on  the  old  place,  which  he  carried  on  during  ihe 
rest  of  his  long  life.  He  erected  the  present  house,  raising 
the  frame  Sept.  11,  1799.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  carpenter 
and  did  the  work  himself.  It  has  been  shingled  twice  and 
clapboarded  once  since  it  was  built.  Some  of  the  timber 
and  some  of  the  finishing  of  the  old  house  were  used  in 
the  new.  The  panelling  at  the  end  of  the  dining-room  and 
one  side  of  the  sitting-room  was  old  when  it  was  used 
again. 

Mr.  Reynolds  died  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 
He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town,  and  possessed  excel¬ 
lent  qualities  of  mind,  body  and  heart.  He  had  twelve 
children,  eight  of  whom  we  would  specially  mention  as 
follows : — 

1.  Stephen,  who  became  a  sailor  and  ship  owner,  and 
about  1825  sailed  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  where  he  sold 
his  vessel  to  King  Kamehameha,  who  sailed  to  England  in 
it.  The  king  died  in  England,  thereby  causing  so  long  a  de¬ 
lay  in  the  payment  for  the  vessel  that  Mr.  Reynolds  became 
firmly  established  in  business  at  Honolulu,  and  remained 
there  until  1858,  when  he  came  home  and  died  the  next 
year,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  It  is  said  that  the  natives 
tried  to  persuade  him  to  become  their  king. 
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2.  Eliphiilet,  who  was  a  shoemaker,  and  died  in  New 
York  in  1838. 

3.  Samuel,  who  was  a  morocco  dresser,  and  died  in 
West  Boxford  in  1855. 

4.  Frederick,  who  was  a  carpenter,  and  died  at  the 
homestead  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 

5.  Matilda,  who  married  Jedediah  Barker  of  Boston. 
Her  hushand  died  in  1868,  and  she  returned  to  the  old 
homestead  where  she  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six. 

6.  William,  who  was  a  sailor,  being  drowned  in  Bos¬ 
ton  harh(»r  in  1818. 

7.  Kehecca  Eveline,  who  visited  the  Sandwich  Islands 
alone  at  different  times,  going  around  Cape  Horn  the  first 
time  in  1851-52  and  crossing  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  1856-57,  when  her  brother  Stephen  returned 
Avith  her.  She  was  a  teacher  distinguished  for  force  of 
character,  remarkable  intellect,  energy  of  will,  integrity  of 
conscience,  and  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice.  She  died  in  1865, 
at  the  age  of  sixty -one. 

8.  Harriet,  who  was  born  in  1799,  was  the  survivor  of 
the  family.  In  early  life  she  taught  school  for  ten  years 
in  her  own  district,  and  afterwards  elsewhere.  She  was 
very  pleasant  and  graceful  in  her  manners.  She  died  at 
the  homestead  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 

Miss  Harriet  Reynolds  had  a  blue  platter,  brought  from 
Delfthaven,  presumaldy  by  the  first  Pearls  who  came  over. 
It  is  of  Delft  ware,  and  used  to  stand  on  the  dresser  in  the 
old  Pearl  house,  No.  259.  The  groove  of  the  dresser  was 
not  deep  enough  to  secure  it,  so  a  nail  was  driven  in,  and 
the  constant  wear  against  the  nail  wore  the  edge  of  the 
platter  to  the  depth  of  nearly  an  inch,  so  long  had  it  been 
there. 

265. 

Sessions  Cellar. — A  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago 
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Josiah  Sessions  lived  on  Sessions  hill  near  the  Reynolds 
place  (No.  264)  in  IVest  Boxford. 

Mr.  Sessions  was  horn  in  Bradford  April  14,  1721,  being 
son  of  Josiah  and  Anna  Sessions  of  that  town.  lie  mar¬ 
ried  Mai'tha - ,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  Stephen  born  in 

Boxford,  December  26,  1775,  who  married,  in  1797,  Polly 
Adams  of  Epping,  N.  II.  The  family  possessed  but  little 
character,  and  ol)tained  their  living  mostly  by  stealing. 
The  cellar  of  his  house  yet  remains.  The  house  was  torn 
down  in  a  search  for  stolen  goods,  some  fifty  years  ago. 
The  barn  was  taken  down  in  1840  or  1841,  and  part  of  the 
timl»er  used  in  building  on  the  kitchen  part  of  the  Reynolds 
house.  No.  264. 

Joseph  Sessions,  who  died  "in  ye  sti’ong-house”  in  1779, 
was  probably  a  memlier  of  this  family. 

266. 

Runnells  Cellar. — Beside  the  Sessions  house.  No. 
264,  another  one  used  to  stand  on  the  top  of  Sessions  hill  in 
the  West  parish,  on  the  same  side  of  the  road  as  the  res¬ 
idence  of  Mr.  Daniel  Reynolds.  Mr.  Reynolds  lived  there 
when  he  built  his  house. 


267. 

Thomas  Pf.abody  Cellar. — On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  from  the  residence  of  Miss  Harriet  Reynolds,  near 
the  brook,  is  the  site  of  an  old  house.  It  was  probably 
built  by  Ensign  David  Peabody  (from  No.  140).  He  died 
in  1726,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  and  his  widow,  in  1736, 
married  Joseph  Kinsman  of  Ipswich,  whither  she  removed. 
She  died  here,  very  suddenly,  in  1756,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-two,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  in  this  parish. 

]Mr.  Peabody’s  son  Thomas,  born  in  1705,  lived  here  after 
his  mother’s  marriage.  He  married  Ruth  Osgood  of  Ando- 
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ver  in  1738,  and  died  here  in  1758,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two. 
Ilis  widow  continued  to  reside  hei'e  until  she  married  Ben¬ 
jamin  Milliken  of  Bradford  in  1763.  !Mr.  Peabody  had 
nine  children — four  sons  and  five  daughters. 

His  son  Ehenezer,  who  was  horn  in  1742,  married  in 
17G4  and  resided  here  until  about  1790,  when  he  built  the 
house  lately  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son  Benjamiu 
Peabody.  See  No.  260. 

!Mrs.  Barker,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  and  who  died  at  her  residence  in  Boxford  in 
1884  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  said  the  house  was 
destroyed  before  her  remembrance.  But  the  old-fashioned 
dark  red  roses,  that  used  to  grow  in  the  garden,  still  spring 
up  and  bloom  in  the  hay- field. 

268. 

Kesidence  of  George  Keynolds. — Mr.  George  Rey¬ 
nolds  built  his  house  in  187-,  and  has  since  resided  in  it. 

269. 

Residence  OF  D.  L.  Reynolds. — Mr.  Daniel  Lakeman 
Reynolds’ farm  was  the  Sherwin  place.  Ehenezer  Sherwin 
from  Linebrook  parish,  Ipswich,  came  to  Boxford  about 
1695,  probably  with  his  parents.  He  died  in  1712.  By 
his  wife  Susanna,  he  had  children,  Hannah,  Jonathan  and 
Ehenezer. 

Ehenezer  Sherwin,  jr.,  was  born  in  1705-6,  and  married 
Hephzibah  Cole  in  1726.  They  had  eight  cliildren  born 
here,  Ehenezer,  John,  Susanna,  Elnathan,  Samson,  !Mar- 
tha,  Silas,  and  Hephzil)ah.  In  1747,  he  sold  the  farm  to 
Samuel  Runnells  of  Bradford,  and  removed  to  Dunstable. 

Samuel  Runnells  resided  here.  He  was  born  about  1674 
at  Port  Royal,  Nova  Scotia,  and  came  to  Bradford,  where 
he  married  Abigail  Middleton  about  1700. 
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Mr.  Daniel  L.  Reynolds  built  his  residence  about  1 8-. 
He  was  a  son  of  Theodore  Reynolds,  who  lived  in  No.  256. 

270. 

Micajah  Kimball  Cellar. — Near  the  Perry  house  in 
West  Boxford  on  the  Bradford  line,  stood  the  Kimball 
house.  It  is  said  that  on  this  place  lived  Thomas  Kimball, 
who  was  slain  by  the  Indians  May  3,  1676,  and  his  wife 
and  live  children,  Joannah,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Priscilla  and 
John,  carried  away  into  captivity.  The  wife  and  children 
returned  home  on  the  thirteenth  of  the  following  month. 
The  age  of  John,  the  youngest  of  these  children,  was  but 
six  months.  The  well  to  this  house  was  tilled  up  by  the 
owner  of  the  lot,  Mr.  George  W.  Chadwick,  about  1845. 
The  house  has  been  gone  for  a  century,  probably. 

271. 

Kimball  Cellar. — On  the  town  line  near  Little  pond 
was  an  old  Kimball  house.  It  stood  about  three  rods 
from  house  No.  270.  It  is  supposed  by  some  people  to 
have  been  Imilt  by  the  grandfather  of  the  late  Micajah 
Kimball,  who  lived  in  it.  It  was  a  long  one-story  house 
at  tirst,  but  raised  to  two  stories  by  David  Kimball, 
father  of  the  late  Micajah,  about  1780.  In  making  this 
change,  tradition  says  that  the  first  cut  nails  used  in  this 
vicinity  were  driven.  Another  tradition  is,  that,  in  1706, 
or  the  next  year,  Micajah  Kimball,  who  then  owned  the 
place,  raised  the  house  to  two  stories.  Mr.  Kimball  was  a 
carpenter,  and,  it  is  said,  worked  in  the  erection  of  the 
Bradford  and  Haverhill  bridge  at  that  time,  and  carried 
borne  enough  of  cut  nails,  that  had  just  come  into  use,  to 
remodel  his  house  with. 

Micajah  was  a  son  of  David  and  Abi<rail  Kimball  and 
was  born  in  Bradford  Nov.  14,  1765.  He  had  two  brothers. 
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Benjamin,  born  Aug.  28, 1765(  ?),  and  Nicholas,  born  Sept. 
28,  1763.  Micajah’s  father  died  early  in  this  century, 
and  the  house  continued  to  be  occupied  by  Micajah  and 
his  wife  until  they  became  a  charge  to  the  town,  about  1842, 
when  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Chadwick’s  family. 
Micajah’s  sister  Hannah  and  her  daughter  Sarah,  whoAvere 
both  born  here,  remained  some  time  after  the  removal  of 
Micajah,  and  they  too  became  town  charges  about  1847  or 
1848. 

The  house  was  then  occupied  by  Francis  C.  Whittier 
(who  moved  from  No.  276)  for  some  years,  until  here- 
moved  to  the  Peabody  house  (No.  278)  about  1849.  It 
was  taken  down  by  Mr.  George  W.  Chadwick  iu  1882. 

272. 

The  Perry  Cellar. — The  Perry  house  was  built  by 
Benjamin  Kimball  in  1821.  Mr.  Kimball  married  Betsey 
Pritchard  of  Bradford  in  1819,  and  had  two  children  boru 
here,  Elizabeth  and  Benjamin. 

John  W.  Perry  lived  here  a  number  of  years,  and  the 
family  then  removed  to  Bradford,  where  one  of  the  sons, 
Benjamin  G.,  was  town  clerk,  and  treasurer  and  collector. 

The  place  was  latterly  occupied  for  three  years  by  Eu¬ 
nice,  widow  of  the  late  Capt.  Jonathan  Chadwick  of  Brad¬ 
ford.  Mrs.  Chadwick  died  in  1879  at  Mr.  D.  M.  Cole’s, 
whose  wife  was  her  daughter,  and  with  whom  she  lived 
the  last  few  months  of  her  life.  The  house  was  then  taken 
down. 

273. 

Residence  of  G.  W.  Chadwick. — In  Mr.  George  W. 
Chadwick’s  front  yard  stood  a  house,  built  by  his  mother 
in  1830.  She  was  Eunice,  a  daughter  of  Dea.  John  Day 
(see  No.  274).  She  was  born  in  Bradford  in  1799,  aud 
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inaiTiecl  Jonathan  Chadwick,  a  sea-captain,  who  was  a  son 
of  Joseph  Chadwick,  Esq.,  in  whose  house  he  resided  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1830.  George  W.  Chadwick  and 
his  lirothers  were  l)orn  there.  His  sister  Eunice  was  born 
in  1830  in  Mr.  Charles  Perley’s  house  (No.  274),  in 
which  lier  mother’s  father  lived,  and  to  which  her  mother 
removed  after  her  husband’s  death,  and  lived  until  she  built 
the  house  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  article.  She 
moved  into  it  in  December,  1830. 

jNIrs.  Chadwick  lived  here  until  1856,  then  two  years  at 
North  Andover  with  her  sister  Mrs.  Harriet  D.  llrown, 
then  came  back  to  Boxford  and  lived  at  the  Perry  house, 
No.  272,  which  see. 

IMr.  G.  W.  Chadwick  built  his  house  in  1856,  and 
has  occupied  it  ever  since,  all  his  children  having  been 
born  there. 

274. 

Bksidexce  of  Charles  Perlet.  —  The  farm  of  Mr. 
Charles  Perley  of  West  Boxford  belonged  to  Samuel  Kim¬ 
ball  atxmt  1700.  Mr.  Kimball  was  a  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Hannah  (Potter)  Kimball,  and  was  born  in  Boxford  in 
1744.  His  parents  removed  to  Shrewsbury,  when  Samuel 
was  about  eighteen.  He  stayed  behind,  and  marrying 
Anna  Webster  of  Haverhill,  in  1768,  settled  on  this  place. 
His  wife  died  here  May  6,  1778,  leaving  one  child,  Anna, 
who  died  in  1794,  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three. 

^Ir.  Kimball  married,  secondly,  Elizabeth  (Gage), 
widow  of  Benjamin  Cole  of  Boxford  in  September,  1778. 
Mr.  Kimball  and  his  wife  first  belonged  to  the  Bradford 
church,  and  in  the  spring  of  1779,  were  dismissed  from  that 
tothe  Second  church  iu  Boxford.  Mr.  Kimball  died  Sept.  7, 
1790,  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  By  his  second  wife,  he  was 
the  father  of  another  child,  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in 
1779.  This  daughter  married  Dr.  William  Gage,  and  con- 
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tinned  to  reside  here  with  the  mother  until  1805,  when  they 
sold  the  farm  to  John  Day,  jr.,  of  Bradford.  The  family 
removed  from  town.  Dr.  Gai^e  has  descendants  now  oc¬ 
cupying  important  stations.  One  of  them.  Dr.  William  II. 
Gage,  a  grandson,  was  assistant  physician  at  tlie  Taunton 
insane  asylum,  and  another  is  a  superintendent  of  schools 
in  the  District  of  Columhia. 

The  old  house  stood  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  lane  lead¬ 
ing  nj)  to  the  west  end  of  ^Ir.  Perley’s  barn. 

Mr.  Chadwick  says  he  cannot  reniemt)er  the  old  house, 
hut  some  of  the  out-buildings  were  standing  in  his  younger 
days,  about  1833-35. 

Mr.  Day  removed  to  this  farm,  where  he  lived  during 
the  remainder  of  his  long  life,  and  most  of  his  children  were 
born  in  this  old  house.  Ilis  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of 
Bradstreet  Tyler,  who  lived  at  No.  279.  Tlieir  Hrst  living 
child  was  Eunice,  who  was  the  mother  of  Mr.  George  W. 
Chadwick,  and  she  was  born  at  Ward  hill,  in  Bradford, 
where  her  father  then  lived,  in  1799.  Mr.  Day  erected 
Mr.  Perley’s  house  in  1830,  or  shortly  before.  He  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Second  church  from  1814  to  1848,  and  died 
in  1868,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  seven 
months.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Ingersol) 
Day,  and  was  born  in  Bradford  in  1776. 

After  Deacon  Day’s  death,  his  son  John  became  the  owner 
of  the  place.  He  was  born  and  always  resided  here,  and 
Avas  accidentally  killed  in  his  mill  in  1879.  He  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  for  his  modesty,  ingenuity  and  good  farming. 

Since  Mr.  Day’s  death,  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Perley,  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  farm. 

275. 

John  Hovey  Cellar. — Toward  the  North  Andover 
line  from  Mr.  Charles  Perley’s  residence  (No.  274),  in  a 
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pleasant,  picturesque  valley,  some  distance  in  at  the  right 
hand  side  of  the  road,  is  an  old  cellar  where  a  family  of 
Hoveys  lived. 

The  house  was  probably  built  by  John  Hovey,  nephew 
to  Luke  Ilovey,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  Boxford 
(see  No.  255) ,  and  son  of  John  and  Maiy  Hovey.  He  was 

born  in  Topsfield  Aug.  27,  1699,  married  Mary - in 

1725,  and  probably  immediately  settled  on  this  farm. 
They  had  six  children,  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  John 
and  Richard.  The  father  died  in  1778,  aged  seventy-eight, 
and  the  mother  in  the  same  year,  six  months  later,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven. 

The  son  Richard,  born  in  1733,  resided  on  this  place.  He 
was  a  great  beekeeper.  His  brother  John  probably  erected 
the  Parker  house  (No.  276).  Richard  married  Sarah 
Wood  of  Audover  in  1757,  and  had  eight  children. 

His  son  John  Hovey  was  born  in  1770,  and  was  a  twin 
with  Betty.  Twins  are  apt  to  be  pindling,  but  this  case 
was  a  great  exception.  Mr.  Hovey  was  a  strong  man  of 
great  endurance.  He  would  carry  a  grist  of  two  bushels 
of  corn  on  his  back  to  the  mill  at  North  Audover,  a  good 
two  miles  away.  He  would  also  bring  his  peat  from  the 
meadow  in  the  same  way  in  two-bushel  creels.  Of  his  greait 
peach  orchiird,  two  ancient  trees  yet  remain.  John  Hovey 
married  Hainnah  Weed  of  Haiverhill  in  1796,  and  became 
the  hither  of  Richard,  Moses,  and  other  children.  He  was 
living  here  in  1820,  but  probably  survived  but  a  short  time 
after  that  date. 

The  house  was  gone  shortly  after  1820.  It  was  two 
stories  in  height,  about  32  x  24  feet,  and  had  one  of  the 
large  old-fashioned  chimneys.  The  phice  is  now  owned  by 
Dea.  Nathaniel  Gage  of  North  Audover.  His  gnindfather 
Gage  first  spread  plaster  in  this  vicinity,  on  this  place  as 
a  fertilizer. 
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276. 

Parker  Cellar. — Towards  the  North  Andover  line 
from  No.  275,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  road  in  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Gage’s  field,  stood  the  Parker  house,  which  was 
doubtless  built  by  John,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Hovey,  who 
was  born  in  No.  275,  in  1727.  He  married,  first,  Marcy 
Jackson  of  Rowley  in  1753  ;  she  died  in  childbirth,  probably 
in  1755,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four.  He  married,  sec¬ 
ondly,  Mary  Cole  in  1757,  by  whom  he  probably  had  no 
children.  His  only  child  was  Marcy,  born  in  1755.  She 
married  William  Parker  of  Andover  in  1781,  and  they  re¬ 
sided  on  the  place.  They  had  eight  children,  the  first 
seven  of  them  being  baptized  at  their  house  on  one  day, 
Aug.  15,  1797.  The  parents  had  been  admitted  to  the 
church  here  the  June  before.  William,  the  oldest  child, 
on  the  day  of  his  baptism,  "was  admitted  to  ye  ordinance 
of  the  chh,  upon  condition  of  considering  himself  under 
the  watch  and  subject  to  the  discipline  of  the  church.”  He 
was  but  fifteen  years  of  age  ;  very  young  indeed  to  become 
connected  with  the  church  in  those  times.  They  had  three 
sons  and  five  daughters — William,  Abigail,  Hannah,  Es¬ 
ther,  Mary,  Susanna,  John  and  Benjamin. 

Mr.  Parker  either  died  or  removed  from  the  town  in 
1826,  as  he  is  taxed  for  the  place  and  not  for  his  poll  that 
year.  His  sons  Benjamin  and  John  were  taxed  here  for 
the  last  time  in  1825. 

Mr.  Parker  had  a  remarkable  dream,  which,  unlike  most, 
came  to  pass  to  the  letter.  A  man  seemed  to  appear  to  him 
near  the  barn  (which  is  yet  standing)  and  told  him  that  he 
would  lose  his  whole  family,  naming  them  in  the  order  they 
would  die,  the  family  then  consisting  of  his  wife  and  the 
four  youngest  children.  The  dream  was  fulfilled  soon 
after. 
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In  1827,  Aaron  Henry  came  hei'eto  live.  He  was  away 
1831-1833,  here  the  next  year,  and  from  1835  to  1843, 
inclusive,  was  taxed  for  tlie  farm.  He  removed  in  1844  to 
Bradford.  He  went  to  Springtield  soon  after,  and  was  in 
trade  there,  then  to  Holyoke,  and  afterward  to  Charlton, 
Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1858.  His  widow  died  at  Chic¬ 
opee,  in  July,  1883.  Their  three  sons,  William,  Parker 
and  John  C.,  lived  here  probably,  during  the  interval  when 
Mr.  Henry  was  away,  1831-1833. 

John  Thompson  lived  here  in  1845,  andFrancis  C.  Whit¬ 
tier  soon  after,  subsequently  moving  to  the  Kimball  house, 
Xo.  270. 

The  house  was  taken  down  about  1853,  and  a  part  of  the 
lnml>er  was  used  in  building  a  house  on  Ward  hill,  in 
Bradford,  now  owned  by  John  llichardson.  The  house 
was  two  stories  in  height  and  measured  about  32x28  feet, 
being  finished  with  dado  boards.  It  faced  the  west,  and  the 
chimney  was  in  the  middle.  The  well  was  about  three  rods 
south  of  the  house. 

John  Day  bought  the  farm  about  1853,  and  took  the 
house  down.  About  four  years  later  he  sold  to  Dea. 
Daniel  K.  Gage.  It  is  now  owned  by  Dea.  X'athaniel 
Gage. 

277. 

Warren  Perley  Cellar. — About  1850,  John  Day,  jr., 
built  a  house  for  Warren  Perley  near  No.  276.  Mr.  Per¬ 
ley  lived  in  it  two  or  three  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Bradford,  where  he  now  resides.  After  his  removal,  it 
was  sold  by  Mr.  Day  to  Joshua  Ellis  of  Ward  hill,  Brad¬ 
ford,  whence  it  was  removed  by  twenty-eight  yoke  of  oxen. 
It  measured  32x16  feet,  and  had  an  ell. 

278. 

The  HanbON  Cellar. — The  old  black  house  that  lately 
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stood  near  the  residence  of  ]\Ir.  Geo.  B.  Austin,  was  known 
as  the  Hanson  house  ;  why,  we  do  not  know.  This  house  was 
probably  built  by  a  Mr.  Ilovey.  Esther  Hovey  married 

- Peabody,  which  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Peabody 

house.  It  came  to  Mr.  Peabody’s  son  Daniel,  after  the 
death  of  his  parents,  and  he  died  while  dressing  to  be 
married  to  Sally,  daughter  of  Abraham  Tyler. 

Francis  C.  AVhittier  moved  from  No.  270  to  this  house 
about  1849  ;  and  after  living  here  two  or  three  years  moved 
to  his  new  house  No.  258. 

THE  RUINED  HOUSE. 

“Gloom  is  around  thy  lonely  hearth, 

O  silent  house,  once  filled  with  mirth.” 

Mus.  IIemaxs. 


“0  lonely  ruin,  that  erewhile  didst  lift 

Thy  time-worn  frame  ajjainst  the  tempest’s  shock. 
But  met  it  firinlj',  e’en  as  breasts  the  wave 
In  its  wild  wrath,  the  surge-repelling  rock, — 

“Lonely  and  silent, — silent!  no,  a  voice 

Comes  from  the  wakened  echoes  of  the  past, 
Tlirough  the  dim  vista  of  departed  years, 

I  see  their  lengthened  shadows  broadly  cast. 

“Gay  sounds  of  mirth  were  in  those  dim,  old  walls. 

In  those  bright  days  when  time  went  lightly  by. 
There  were  glad  voices  round  the  pleasant  hearth. 
And  love  beamed  kindly  from  th’  approving  eye. 

“Then  chiidhood’s  careless  glee  in  merry  shout. 

And  pleasant  song  in  joyous  strain  were  poured, 
Oid  age  was  tended  with  endearing  care. 

And  friends  were  bidden  to  the  weicome  board. 

“Tliey  parted,  and  all  desolate  and  lone 

Thou  stood’st  awhile,  like  them  to  pass  away. 

And  I  a  moment  muse  beside  the  spot 
That  saw  thee  slowiy  yieiding  to  decay.” 
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279. 

B.  Tyler  House. — The  house  near  Mr.  George  B.  Aus¬ 
tin’s  residence  was  formerly  owned  by  Bradstreet  Tyler. 
It  descended  to  his  daughter,  and  her  heirs  sold  it  many 
years  ago  to  Mr.  Austin,  who  still  owns  it.  It  is  a  tene¬ 
ment  house. 

280. 

Residence  of  G.  B.  Austin.  —  The  house  of  Mr. 
George  B.  Austin  was  built  by  Bradstreet  Tyler  about 
1800.  He  died  in  185-,  and  the  farm  descended  to  his 
daughter  Charlotte,  who  had  married  Charles  Pearl.  After 
Mr.  Pearl’s  death,  his  widow  married  Mr.  Austin,  who 
bought  the  farm  in  1879,  and  has  since  resided  upon  it. 

281. 

Residence  OF  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cole. — The  residence  of 
Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Cole  was  built  by  Mr.  Caleb  M.  Cole  in 
the  winter  of  1854-55.  Mr.  Cole  bought  the  land,  one 
half  acre,  of  Bradstreet  Tyler  in  October,  1854,  and  sold 
it  with  the  house  thereon  in  March,  1855,  to  Joseph  P. 
Cole,  whose  widow  has  owned  it  since  his  death. 

282. 

Residence  of  J.  W.  Chadwick. — Dea.  Joshua  T.  Day 
bought  the  place  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  James  War¬ 
ren  Chadwick  in  18 — ,  and  died  in  1875.  Shortly  after¬ 
ward  the  place  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Chadwick,  who  has 
made  the  farm  one  of  the  most  productive  in  New  Eng¬ 
land. 

283. 

Ivory  Hovey  Cellar. — Near  the  brook,  on  the  w'est 
side  of  the  road  between  the  houses  of  Mr.  J.  Warren  Chad¬ 
wick  and  the  late  Asa  Kimball,  stood  au  old  Hovey  house. 
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It  was  erected  Luke  Hovey,  who  settled  at  No  255,  and 
he  and  his  wife  spent  tlie  last  few  years  of  their  lives  here. 
Mr.  Hovey  died  in  1751,  and  this  place  then  came  into  the 
possession  of  his  son  Joseph  Hovey,  who  was  born  at  No. 
255,  in  1712.  He  married  Relffecca  Stickne,yof  Bradford  in 
1744,  and  resided  here.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  church  in 
tliisparish  from  1759  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1785, 
wdien  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in 
1788.  Their  children  were,  Dolly,  who  married  Samuel 
Clark  of  Danvers.  Joseph,  who  lived  here  awhile,  and  then 
settled  at  No.  289.  Lucy,  who  married  Thomas  Cross  of 
Bradford.  Ivory,  who  lived  on  the  homestead.  Lois,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  Rebecca,  who  married  Amos 
Perley.  Amos.  Lois,  who  married  Amos  Gage.  Thomas. 

Joseph  Hovey  was  succeeded  on  the  place  by  his  two 
sons,  Joseph  and  Ivory.  Joseph  was  born  in  1740  ;  and 
he  married  Mary  Porter  in  1773.  In  Ncwember,  1790,  he 
was  the  lucky  owner  of  ticket  ^lo.  760  in  the  Hfth-class 
of  the  state  lottery,  which  drew  a  prize  of  a  thousand  dollars. 
With  this  money  he  wisely  purchased  farm  No.  289,  to 
which  he  removed. 

Ivory  Hovey,  the  other  son,  continued  to  reside  on  the 
homestead.  He  was  born  in  1750  ;  married  Lucy  Peabody 
in  1772,  and  lived  here  until  his  death.  He  became  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  militia,  and  was  also  an  officer  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  He  died  in  1832,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two, 
and  in  the  death  column  of  the  S(tlem  Gazette  of  the  next 
week  appeared  the  following  obituary  notice:  — 

“In  Boxford,  August  27,  Capt.  Ivory  Ilovey,  aged  82.  An  ardent 
patriot  and  revolutionary  soldier — who  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Bunker  Hill — sustained  the  office  of  orderly  Sergeant  under  Capt. 
Robinson  in  the  trying  scenes  in  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island— was  in 
the  battle  of  Trenton  and  distinguished  himself  at  sundry  times  by 
many  fearless  and  heroic  deeds — was  a  man  of  noble  and  generous 
heart — an  obliging  personal  friend,  and  an  active  friend  of  linmanity.” 
XXIX  8* 


HIST.  COLL. 
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Captain  Hovey  had  several  children,  one  of  whom, 
Charles,  removed  to  Warren,  Me.,  in  1803,  and  established 
the  tannin"  business  there,  being  joined  two  years  later 
by  his  brother  Ivory. 

A  few  years  after  Captain  Ilovey’s  death,  there  remained 
no  vestige  of  this  home,  but  the  narcissus  of  the  old  gar¬ 
den,  which  still  springs  up  near  the  brook. 

284. 

Joseph  Wood  Cellar. — Between  the  houses  of  Mr.  J. 
Warren  Chadwick  and  the  late  Asa  Kimball  on  the  same 
side  of  the  road,  and  reached  by  a  lane,  was  the  dwelling  of 
"Granny  Wood.”  This  was  probably  the  home  of  Daniel 
Wood,  son  of  Dr.  David  Wood,  who  willed  to  Daniel  in 
1744  a  farm  bought  of  Nathaniel  Pealtody.  Daniel  was  born 
in  1706,  and  married  Sarah  Peabody  in  1731.  They  had 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest  son  and  second 
child  was  Joseph,  who' was  born  in  1734.  He  married,  in 
1753,  Mary,  or  Molly  (as  she  was  generally  called),  Var- 
num  of  what  is  now  North  Andover,  and  from  the  district 
called  Pilferville.  Joseph  Wood  died  in  1801. 

His  wife  had  the  notoriety  of  being  the  tirst  to  bring 
tomatoes  into  this  neighborhood,  about  1809.  She  called 
them  Jacobins,  from  the  political  opinions  of  the  person  of 
whom  she  obtained  them.  She  used  to  go  to  Salem  to 
market  on  horse-back,  and  it  is  said  she,  through  her  horse, 
tirst  brought  to  this  place  that  farmer’s  pest  known  as 
w’hite-weed,  or  by  wdiatever  name  it  may  be  called. 

Granny  Wood  was  a  good  neighlior,  and  beloved  by  all 
for  her  kind  disposition.  Her  nick-name  was"for-ti-knaw,” 
a  favorite  exiiression  of  hers,  and  a  contraction  possibly  of 
"far  as  I  know.”  She  used  to  relate  with  glee  how,  once 
wdien  she  wasridin"  to  Salem  horseback,  she  saw  a  bird  fly 
from  its  nest.  She  dismounted,  took  the  nest,  which  had 
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three  youn"  birds  in  it,  and  on  getting  to  Salem  sold  nest 
and  l»irdlin«s  for  three  coppers. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Wood  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Josiah,  born  in  1754,  was  a  revolutionary  soldier, 
and  at  last  lived  in  New  York  state.  2.  Sarah,  born  in  1757, 
married  Joseph  Carleton,  who  lived  in  No.  85.  3.  Judith, 

burn  in  1759,  lived  in  North  Andover.  4.  Joseph  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  months.  5.  Del)orah  married  John 
Buckminster,  who  lived  in  No.  256.  and  died  here  in  1804. 
6.  Daniel  was  born  in  1765.  7.  Nathan,  born  in  1767, 

was  a  shoe-maker,  and  lived  in  Salem.  He  had  several 
daughters  and  one  son,  the  latter  having  deformed  hands. 
8.  Joseph  lived  on  the  place  with  his  parents.  9.  Fanny, 
born  new  year’s  day,  1774,  married  George  Underwood  of 
Salem  in  1799,  and  lived  in  that  town.  Their  children 
were,  Sally,  who  was  the  originator  of  the  expression,  com¬ 
mon  in  this  neighborhood,  "too  tough  to  die,”  because 
granny  was  seventy-tive  years  old  and  still  alive  ;  Joseph  ; 
and  Fanny. 

i\lr.  Wood’s  son  Joseph  always  lived  at  home.  He  was 
born  in  1770,  and  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Runnells 
Foster  in  1796.  She  was  a  pretty  woman.  Of  their 
children,  Mary  died  of  a  fever,  at  the  age  ot  ten;  Isaac 
disa|)peared,  and  at  last  turned  up  at  Saybrook,  Conn. ;  and 
Deborah,  who  was  brought  up  by  her  aunt  Judith  Wood 
in  North  Andover,  still  resides  in  Boxford,  at  the  age  of 
nearly  ninety. 

Jose})h  AVood  had  a  rosebush,  which  bore  white  double 
blossoms.  This  was  the  original  of  several  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  He  used  to  train  his  that  he  might  gather  the 
flowers  from  the  second-story  window. 

The  barn  here  stood  in  the  Held  for  some  years  after  the 
house  was  gone  ;  and  there  were  quince  bushes  near  the 
cellar. 
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285. 

Asa  Kimball  House. — The  residence  of  the  late  Asa 
Kiinhall  was  Imilt  by  tTanies  Caileton  in  1846.  Mr.  Kim¬ 
ball  lived  here  many  years,  and  died  about  1885.  His 
widow  has  since  resided  here. 

286. 

Moses  Hale  Cellar. — -Across  the  street  from  the  res¬ 
idence  of  the  late  Daniel  Wood  was  an  old  cellar.  The 
house  that  stood  here  was  built  by  Pelatiah  Lakeman, 
probably  about  1767,  the  time  of  Mr.  Lakeman’s  marriage 
with  Eunice  Barker  of  Andover.  He  was  a  son  of  William 
and  Susannah  Lakeman,  and  was  born  in  Boxford  in  1742. 
His  father  came  from  Ipswich  about  1731.  Pelatiah  had 
six  children  born  here,  Nathan,  Daniel,  Jedediah,  Isiuic, 
Stephen  and  Betty.  The  family  moved  out  of  the  West 
parish  in  1780-81,  and  in  1793  were  dismissed  from  the 
church  here  to  the  Second  church  in  Exeter,  N.  H.  His 
father  William  Lakeman  lived  until  1739  in  the  old  Pearl 
house.  No.  259. 

Jan.  3, 1777,  this  place  was  owned  by  Job  Tyler  (whose 
wife  was  Elizalieth),  who  had  probably  lived  in  No.  218. 
On  the  date  named,  he  sold  this  place  to  the  Rev.  Closes 
Hale,  for  £240,  and  removed  to  Rindge,  N.  H.  There 
were  then  thirty-two  acres  of  land,  a  house,  barn  and  shop. 

Mr.  Hale  lived  here.  He  was  born  in  Rowley,  Feb.  19, 
1749.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Moses  Hale  of  Newbury,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  college  in  1771,  and  was  settled  over 
the  Second  church  in  1774.  Mr.  Hale  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Col.  Stephen  Emery  of  Newbury  (now  West 
Newbury),  about  a  year  after  his  ordination,  and  his  father 
thus  records  the  event  in  his  diary ;  "Dec.  28,  1775. 
Fair  ;  moderate  and  pleasant  for  ye  season.  We  were  at 
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Col.  Emery’s  p.  m.,  married  my  son  Moses,”  etc.  They 
had  five  children.  Mrs.  Hale  died  in  April,  1785,  and  Mr. 
Hale  followed  her  in  May  of  the  following  year.  Mr.  Hale’s 
epitaph  is  as  follows  : — 

“In  the  dark  caverns  of  the  filent  Tomb, 

The  old,  the  young,  the  gay,  all  ages  come. 

Here  lies  interr’d  the  Prieft  in  fable  urn ; 

Here  meet  his  flock  &  each  to  duft  return. 

Thefe  iron  gates  no  more  fhall  e'er  be  burft. 

Till  heav’ns  commaud  fhall  wake  the  fleepiug  dull. 

And  then  Creations  vail,  immenfe  fhall  rise. 

And  men  with  Angels  throng  th’  etherial  fkies. 

The  God  of  Nature  thus  from  heav’n  hath  fpoke. 

Nor  Men  nor  Angels  can  his  word  revoke. 

It  muft  be  fo !  then  let  my  foul  refign. 

And  be  prepared  for  his  will  divine.” 

The  following  is  Mrs.  Hale’s  epitaph  : — 

“Daughters  of  Eve  of  every  age  draw'  near 
Drop  o’er  this  liallow’d  urn  the  friendly  tear 
Here  lies  Y®  Pious  Prudent  cheerful  Kind 
An  active,  vigorous  Yet  a  Gentle  Mind 
How  Bright  her  virtues  in  Domeftic  life 
The  Careful  Parent  &  the  faithful  Wife 
But  0  what  Sacred  Peace  what  joy  Serene 
Graced  &  Perfumed  her  dying  words  &  mien 
With  all  Y«  Chriftian  Speaking  in  her  Eyes 
She  bids  this  World  adiue  &  Gains  her  native  Skies.” 

After  Mr.  Hale’s  death  the  place  came  into  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Lemuel  Wood,  father  of  the  late  venerable  Daniel 
AVood.  Mr.  Wood  died  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  He  had  seven  children,  the  sixth  of  whom  was 
Daniel,  who  was  born  here  Feb.  10,  1793.  The  house 
was  afterward  used  as  a  school-house,  from  about  1836,  by 
Miss  Eveline  Reynolds,  who  fitted  young  ladies  for  teach¬ 
ing.  She  generally  had  about  twenty-five  scholars.  The 
house  was  taken  down  about  1845. 

287. 

Daniel  AVood  House. — The  late  venerable  Daniel  AA^ood 
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Imilt  his  residence  in  the  summer  of  1820,  Imt  it  was  not 
occupied  till  tlie  following  April.  In  1835,  he  built  on  the 
back  part.  In  1849,  he  made  some  repairs,  and  in  1856 
shingled,  clapl)()arded  and  painted  the  house,  and  added 
the  pediment.  In  1880,  he  put  in  the  modern  windows  of 
four  panes  each,  and  the  next  year  painted  both  outside  and 
inside  of  the  house.  Mr.  Wood  was  a  son  of  Lemuel 
AVo«)d,  who  lived  across  the  street,  in  Xo.  286.  He  died 
in  1888  at  the  age  of  ninety-six,  being  until  a  few  months 
before  his  decease  as  hale  and  hearty  as  in  his  prime. 

His  son,  AVilliam  Hale  Wood,  always  lived  at  home,  and 
died  in  1891  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  leaving  a  widow. 
He  was  town  clerk  during  the  years  of  the  liel)ellion,  and 
tilled  other  public  offices. 

288. 

A.  P.  IIovEY  House. — The  house  lately  occupied  by 
Mr.  Albert  P.  Hovey  was  built  by  himself  in  1885.  He 
moved  from  this  house  to  No.  233. 

289. 

Barker  Free  School. — Where  the  residence  of  the 
principal  of  the  Barker  free  school  stands,  was  formerly 
the  Clark  house.  AVilliam  Clark,  who  was  probably  its 
builder,  came  from  Reading,  and  bought  the  land  in  1705. 

He  married  Jean - and  had  a  son  John  born  here  in 

1712,  who  died  at  two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Clark  was  a 
weaver  by  trade.  About  1730,  he  sold  the  place  to  Dr. 
David  AVood.  Shortly  after,  he  became  a  pauper,  and  was 
boarded  out  in  different  familiesuntil  he  died  at  the  house  of 
Benjamin  Porter,  Feb.  8,  1742-43,  being  treated  by  Dr. 
Benjamin  Foster.  The  place  was  occupied  from  1733  by 
Dr.  Wood’s  son  David,  to  whom  he  gave  the  farm  in  his 
will  which  was  proved  in  1744. 

David  Wood  was  born  in  1709,  married  Marcy  Pea- 
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body  (  ?)  in  1733,  and  died  in  1785,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five.  His  widow  was  living  in  1791.  His  <;hildren  were, 
Hnldah,  who  was  of  Boxford  and  nninaiTied  in  1791 ; 
Mary,  who  married  James  Boynton,  and  lived  across  the 
street;  Mercy,  who  died  in  1753,  at  the  age  of  twelve; 
Irene,  who  died  in  1753,  at  the  age  of  four;  and  David, 
who  died  in  1762  at  the  age  of  eight.  Irene  died  the  next 
day  after  Mercy.  In  1791,  the  heirs  sold  this  place  to 
Josejfii  Hovey,  and  removed  to  Methuen. 

Joseph  Hovey  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Stick- 
ney)  Hovey,  and  was  born  at  No.  255  in  1746.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  in  1773,  Mary  Porter,  who  died  in  1819.  They  had 
eight  children,  the  youngest  of  whom,  Thomas  Stickney 
Hovey,  born  here  in  1792,  resided  on  the  place.  He  was 
the  father  of  Mr.  Albert  P.  Hovey,  and  the  last  resident 
of  this  farm.  Mr.  Hovey’s  widow  still  resides  in  town. 
The  house  has  been  down  for  some  ten  years. 

The  Barker  free  school  buildings  were  erected  in  1888, 
and  the  two  principals  who  have  lived  in  the  house  have 
been  Stephen  Cutter  Clark  and  N.  B.  Sargent. 

290. 

J.  Boynton  Cellar. — On  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
from  No.  289  was  an  old  cellar,  over  which  stood  the  house 
in  which  resided  Jajnes  Boynton,  who  was  killed  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  1775.  He  was  a  son  of  Nathan  Boyn¬ 
ton  of  what  is  now  Oeorgetown,  and  was  born  there  in 
1739.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  David  Wood  of  Box¬ 
ford  in  1763.  They  had  five  children.  It  is  said  that  the 
musket  he  used  on  the  day  of  his  death  is  preserved  in  some 
museum.  Of  the  house  we  know  nothing  more.  Mr. 
B(»ynton’s  family  removed  to  Methuen  about  1780. 


291. 

Residence  of  N.  K.  Fowler. — The  house  of  Mr.  Na- 
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than  K.  Fowler  was  erected  by  a  man  named  Chadwick 
about  17 — .  Before  1817  this  place  belonged  to  Moses 
Chadwick.  The  land,  three  acres,  and  buildings  were  set 
off  to  George  11.  Ingersoll  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  on  an 
executicm  against  Chadwick.  He  sold  it  to  Daniel  Adams, 
who  lived  at  No.  239,  in  1817.  In  1823,  Mr.  Adams 
sold  to  Hannah  Dale  of  Boxford,  single  woman. 

'William  R.  Kimball,  Esq.,  owned  and  occupied  this 
house  mau}’^  years  previous  to  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
and  made  extensive  repairs  on  it  about  1850.  Mr.  Fow¬ 
ler  has  lived  here  many  years. 

292. 

Dr.  Foster  Cellar. — A  short  distance  north  of  the  late 
residence  of  Mr.  Albert  P.  Hovey  is  the  site  of  the  house 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Foster.  Dr.  Foster  was  born  in  Ipswich  in 
1700,  being  son  of  Benjaminand  Ann  Foster.  His  father 
was  born  in  Ipswich  in  1670,  removed  to  Boxford  from 
Topstield  in  1720,  and  had  two  children  l)orn  here.  Mr. 
Foster  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  probably  lived  on  this 
place.  He  removed  to  Billerica  about  1729,  and  died  at 
Lunenburg  in  1735.  Dr.  Foster,  the  son,  married  Lydia 
Burbank  in  1730,  and  by  her  he  had  several  children,  Caleb, 
Benjamin,  Asa  (these  three,  all  they  then  had,  died  of  the 
throat  distemper  in  the  fall  of  1736,  within  a  space  of 
thirty-seven  days,  being  aged  five,  three  and  one  year  re¬ 
spectively),  Lydia,  who  married  .Jonathan  Woodbury  of 
Salem,  N.  IL,  in  1758,  and  Hannah,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  .Jan.  17,  1760,  his  wife  died  of  the  small¬ 
pox  :  and  he  married,  the  following  year,  widow  Sarah  Low 
of  Ipswich.  He  died,  of  the  asthma,  Dec.  19,  1775,  at 
tlie  age  of  seventy-five.  Felt,  in  his  History  of  Ipswich, 
says  of  aim  :  "He  had  been  in  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  over  fift}'  j'ears,  was  a  distinguished  botanist,  and  a 
successful  and  skillful  physician.” 
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The  following  obituary  notice  of  Doctor  Foster  appeared 
in  the  Essex  Gazette,  in  its  issue  of  Jan.  18-25,  1776: — 

“Ipfirich,  Dec.  23,  1775.  Laft  Tuefday  evening  died  fuddenly  of  an 
afthinatic  complaint,  and  yefterday  were  decently  interred  the  remains 
of.  Dr.  Bex.iamin  Foster,  lie  feeined  to  be  one  of  thofe  geuiufes 
defigned  by  nature  for  the  practice  of  the  medical  art.  In  this  em¬ 
ployment  he  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  uncommon  fuccefs,  for  upwards 
of  llfty  years.  In  coufequence  of  his  exteiifive  fkill  in  Botany  he  made 
ufe  chiefly  of  the  Materia  Medica  of  our  own  climate.  He  had  a  com- 
prehenfive  imderftanding  of  the  animal  economy ;  and  had  not  only  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  caufe  diagnofticks,  and  prognofticks  of  a 
diftemper;  and  could  accurately  diftinguifli  one  difeafe  from  another; 
but  was  alfo  moft  ready  in  his  application  of  the  moil  luitable  and 
proper  remedies ;  fo  that  he  was  at  once  a  moft  fkillfnl,  able,  and  fuc- 
cefsful  pliyficiau;  and  the  many  feeble  and  inflrm  fiibjects  in  this  and 
the  ueighbonring  towns  muft  fincerely  lament  his  lofs.  He  was  up¬ 
wards  of  70  years  of  age.” 

Dr.  Foster  must  have  had  a  second  son  by  the  name  of 
Benjamin,  who  survived  him;  as,  April  21,  1777,  Benja¬ 
min  Foster  of  Boxford  (who  in  his  deed  mentions  no  oecu- 
pation),  eonveyed  the  homestead  to  Samuel  Porter  of 
Boxford,  cordwainer,  for  £20.  The  description  of  the 
property,  as  given  in  the  deed,  is  as  follows  :  "bounded 
.  .  .  beginning  at  the  northeaft  corner  of  the  Rev*^ 

^P.  Hales  land  thence  running  up  the  hill  as  the  fence 
now  ftands  on  the  fide  of  the  road  to  Deacon  Chadwicks 
land,  thence  northwefterly  on  s*^  Chadwicks  line  to  the 
pond,  thence  northeafterly  on  the  pond  to  Hale’s  land 
&  fo  on  Hales  line  as  the  fence  now  ftands  to  the  first 
mentioned  bounds  together  with  the  houfe  &  barn  now 
ftanding  on  s*^  land  containing  about  two  acres  &  an  half.” 

Mr.  Porter  sold  the  place  the  following  year,  for  £60,  to 
John  Barker,  3d,  of  Andover,  yeoman.  In  1781,  Mr. 
Barker  sold  out  to  Rev.  Moses  Hale  who  owned  the  ad¬ 
joining  homestead.  The  house  and  barn  had  probably 
been  taken  down  by  Mr.  Barker,  as  they  are  mentioned 
in  the  deed  to  him,  but  in  the  deed  he  gives  to  Mr.  Hale 
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no  mention  is  inucle  of  them,  and  the  consideration  paid  hy 
Mr.  Hale  was  only  £13,  10s.  The  lot  was  afterward 
identified  as  a  part  of  the  homelot  of  Mr.  Hale,  who  lived 
at  No.  286. 


293. 

INI.  Chadwick  House. — The  house  vacated  six  years 
ago  hy  Mr.  Albert  P.  Ilovey,  near  Mr.  N.  K.  Fowler’s, 
was  a  building  used  as  a  store  by  Benjamin  Pearl,  which 
stood  where  Mrs.  William  11.  Cole’s  house  now  stands.  It 
was  eventuall}'  purchased  by  Closes  Chadwick,  then  living 
at  Mr.  Fowler’s  house,  who  moved  it  to  its  present  site,  and 
modeled  it  into  a  house.  Mr.  Chadwick’s  widow  afterward 
married - Turner,  and  died  about  1853.  Samuel  Green¬ 

wood,  who  afterward  lived  there,  made  additions  to  the  barn. 
Mr.  N.  K.  Fowler  and  others,  beside  Mr.  Ilovey,  also  lived 
there. 

294. 

N.  K.  Fowler’s  Tenement  House. — The  building  in 
which  the  free  school  was  at  first  located  was  finished  off 
for  a  house  by  Mr.  N.  K.  Fowler,  some  eleven  years  ago, 
and  we  believe  it  had  been  used  as  a  house  in  some  stage 
of  its  existence. 

295. 

Residence  of  C.  E.  Park. — The  residence  of  Rev.  Cal¬ 
vin  Emmonds  Park  was  built  by  Mr.  James  Carleton  for  the 
Second  parish  in  1845.  The  L  was  afterward  built  by  Cle¬ 
ment  &  Abliott  of  Andover.  The  house  was  purchased  the 
following  year,  and  has  since  been  occupied,  b}’  Mr.  Park. 
He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Calvin  Park  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
where  he  was  born  in  1811,  and  was  settled  as  colleague 
with  Dr.  Eaton  in  1846,  coming  from  a  [lastorate  of  six 
years  at  Waterville,  ^Me.  His  son  Charles  is  a  clergyman. 


THE  DWELLINGS  OF  BOXFORD. 


127 


and  was  for  several  years  a  missionary  in  India,  being  now 
settled  in  the  ministry  in  Connecticut.  Mr.  Park  resigned 
in  1859,  but  continued  his  residence  here,  teaching  a  pri¬ 
vate  school.  He  is  a  brother  of  Professor  Park  of  the 
Andover  Theological  Seminary. 

296. 

T.  W.  Dunn  Cellar. — About  where  the  West-parish 
public  library  building  stands  were  two  buildings,  one  a 
dwelling-house,  the  other  a  blacksmith’s  shop.  Closes  Chad¬ 
wick  lived  in  the  house,  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  black¬ 
smith  in  the  shop.  He  was  a  son  of  David  and  Sarah  Chad¬ 
wick,  and  was  born  in  1767.  He  married  Sarah  Sargent  in 
1789,  and  had  five  children,  Mary,  Sally,  Dane,  Permelia 
and  Moses,  who  died  in.  1806.  He  sold  his  land,  house, 
blacksmith’s  shop  and  his  "trading  shop,”  which  stood  on 
land  of  Moses  Porter,  in  1797,  to  Phineas  Cole  of  Brad¬ 
ford.  There  was  one  acre  of  land.  This  afterward  came 
into  the  possession  of  Benjamin  Pearl,  who  built  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Mrs.  Win.  R.  Cole.  Subsequently,  the  place  was 
owned  by  Thomas  W.  Dunn.  At  last,  some  one  set  fire 
to  the  buildings,  and  they,  with  their  contents,  were  totally 
destroyed. 

297. 

]\I.  Chadwick  Cellar. — At  the  east  end  of  Mr.  John 
I.  Ladd’s  residence,  near  the  highway,  stood  a  two-story 
building,  which  was  owned  and  occupied  by  Moses  Chad¬ 
wick,  who  had  lived  at  No.  296.  In  a  part  of  the  house 
Mr.  Chad  wick  kept  a  store.  The  store  was  afterward  kept 
by  Alliert  Hervey,  and  later  by  Stephen  Peabody.  It  was 
subsequently  owned  by  Kphraim  Foster,  who,  at  his  death 
in  1835,  gave  the  Foster  school  fund  to  the  parish ;  and 
eventually  came  into  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Hove}’,  the 
owner  of  No.  242,  who  took  the  huilding  down  in  1873. 
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298. 

Residence  of  John  Cass. —  Mr.  John  Cass,  who  had 
l)een  living  at  No.  162,  built  his  present  home  in  1891. 
He  is  a  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cass  of  Topsfield,  and  a 
farmer. 


